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GERONIMO*
(continued)
I'

By

JOHN

P.

CLUM

As' we progress with this narrative of Geronimo's . •.
extraordinadry career it is well to remind ourselves that~··
in those rare, old days of1874, '75 '76 and '77, the history'
of Arizona for that eventful 'period was, to a great extent;
record~d in the dramatic story of the Apaches. To the
casual reader this may seem' an extravagant statement,:
particularly in view of the convincing data Arizona is')
no~v able to exhibit relative to her population, products;:i
resources, and general industrial, social, political and ed-"
ucational development. But in this picture we are looking
at Arizona - THE POWERFUL STATE: Perhaps you
will bear with me in· an endeavor; to visu'aiize Arizona ~
THE STRUGGLING TERRITORY.
If we turn back the pages of history a half-:century
or more to the period of our national centennial, we find
there were no railroads in either Arizona or New Mexico.
A military telegraph line ( a single wire) was stretched
from San Diego·to Santa Fe, with local offices at Yurna,.
Prescott, Phoenix, Tucson, Fort Grant, and . Fort Bowi·e.
There
:was 'a ,daily
service (each
way) on the"
. southern
.
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. overland stage l~ou,te for the transportation of passengers,
mail and express between EI Paso and San Diego., via Silver
City. Apache Pass, Tucson, and Yuma, the unit of equipment for this service, was a light coach with two seats in,.
. side, and one outside, and drawri by two horses. The'telephone' ,
had not yet come into public service; there was no telegraphic communication at San Carlos; we received our
agency mail once each week ~ provided we sent a mes~enger eighty miles to the nearest post office for it, and
it was several hundred miles from the agency to the depot
at the end of the west-bound railroad tracks in Colorado.
Few ranches or ranges for stock had ,yet been located ,
and the mining industry was still in its swaddling clothes.
Truly, in that period, Arizona was a STRUGGLING TERRITORY - a remote, isolated almost "exclusive" frontier. '
And now what are the brief outlines Of the ~tory of
the· Apaches 'on this "remote frontier" during the centennial period? The several subdivisions of this tribe roamed
,from 400' to 500 miles' east and west over the territory
between the Rio V~rde in central Arizona and the Rio
Grande valley in New Mexico, and upwards of 300 miles, north and ..s outh from the Mogollon mountains in Al'izona
to the Sierra Madre mountains of Mexico. As already set
forth in this narrative, these Indians were numerically
distributed among five 'reservations as follows: at Rio
Verde - 1400, at San Carlos - 1000, at Camp Apache
- 1800, at Apache Pass ~ 325, and at Ojo Caliente (N.
M:) - 453. Between August, 1874, and July, 1877, under
orders from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, I W?s
charged with the concentration of these Apaches (approximately.5000) on the San Carlos reservation, and in an
orderly ~nd peaceable manner. these were'located in the
Gila valley convenient to the agency headquarters at San
Carlos. 'In the course of the execution of, these orders I
relieved seven Indian agents and consolidated five agencies
into one. The reservations at Rio Verde and Apache Pass,
'Arizona, and Ojo Caliente, N. M., reverted to the public'
I
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.domain and those areas were opened up for the location
of mines, ranches, and stock ranges. During this period
no outbreak occurred among the Indians under my care,
and no raiding parties were trailed to or from my reservation, but, on the contrary, an entire company of TERRI.TORIAL MILITIA was recruited from the Indians on this
reservation FOR ACTIVE SERVICE AGAINST RENEGADES. The
Indian Police had apprehended Del-shay and killed Dis-alin at San Carlos; arrested Pi-on-se-nay at Apache Pass
and captured Geronimo at Ojo Caliente (N. M.), and it
had come to be be regarded as the regular business of th~
San Carlos Apache. Indian Police Force to preserve order
within the limits of their own reservation, as 'Yell as to
apprehend (or kill) insubordinate or desperate members
of their own race wherever fmtnd, and it was generaUy.
recognized that they performed these highly important
services promptly and effectively - regardless of hardship <?r hazard - not as a spectacular publicity stunt, but
as "a part of the day's work."
This record of continuous and successful activities in
Indian affairs of vital importance to this "remote frontier"
amply supports the claim that "the history of Arizona for
. that eventful period was, to a great f)xtent, recorded in
the dramatic story. of the Apaches." .'P
, From the latter part of 1877 to the latter part of 1886
Geronimo was permitted to enjoy a truly remarkable career.
During this period he alternated in his dual role of ruth::less renegade and privileged prisoner of war. His movements, translated into spectacular, dramatic, or picturesque form, were given the widest publicity by those whose
business it was to restrain and suppress him, until his name
became the synonym for swift and skill~ul maneuvers and
daring and deadly deeds, and even from the time of his
final surrender to the day of his death he appears to have
been encouraged and assisted in the gratification of his inordinate vanity by persistently keeping himself in the s~ot
light of publiCity. Doubtless the reader will feel as I do,

124

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

that the favors extended to Geronimo, both as a renegade
and as a prisoner of war, are absolutely inexplicable. '
When the sheriff of Pima county was informed that
Geronimo was in the guard-house at San Carlos awaiting
his warrant it was expected that prompt action would be
taken by that official for. the 'reason that the sheriff was .
none other than Chas A. Shibbell - from :.whom the murderer Pi-on-si-nay had escaped a year previous - June,
1876. In these circumstances it was thought that Sheriff
.Shibbell would evince a keen desire to take over the custody
of Geronimo with the least possible delay - but, as stated
before, no action was taken.
Inevitably it will be asked why I abandoned my purpose to have this Indian prosecuted? The details are interesting, but too cumbersome for entry here. Briefly
stated, the officials of my own department at Washington - instead of giving me the umvavering support tha,t
had been pledged, had, during my absence .in New Mexico, \,
· acquiesced in the development of certain conditions at San
· Carlos that made my position as agent ~ntenable. I felt
that my success had actually been penalized. Responding
to my protest, those officials were good enough to exp~ain,
but too weak to rescind. I finally set July 1st as the limit
of .my endunince. TheoffendinK situation was not rem:edied; therefore, at high noon on July 1, 1877, I mounted
my favorite horse and hit the trail for Tucson, leaving
the Indians and the affairs of the agency in charge of my
· chief clerk and Indian Inspector Vandever. Thirty-five
years elapsed before I again returned to San Carlos.
The failure to prosecute Geronimo at this time was,
doubtless, one of the very, unfortunate results of my abrupt
separatjonfrom ·the Indian service. The successful cam,;.
paign into New Mexico had involved no little effort and
expense. The particular outlaw sought had be'enappr~
hended. He was conveyed 500 miles iIi irons. The charges
against the prisorterwere 'of a 'most serious nature and'the
. evidence seemed. . ample. Had I' remained in authority at
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San Carlos there is not the least doubt in my mind that he
would have been speedily brought to trial in the United
States courts, and that his career would have ended abruptly then and there. What a vast amount of expense, tribulation, distress, and bloodshed would have been avoided if this
arrest had been followed swiftly by prosecution, conviction,
and execution - thus dropping the name of GERONIMO
into oblivion before it had become generally notorious outside of territorial frontier limits.
Thus terminated my official contact with this noted
renegade, and the only· time I ever saw Geronimo after
leaving San Carlos was when I visited Mount Vernon Barracks, Alabama, in January, 1894, where he was then de-'
tained as a "prisoner of war." Who cut the rivets that held
his shackles and released him from the guard .house at
San Carlos I do not know. It is· evident, however, that he·
made the most of his freedom, for he soon left the reservation for the familiar peaks and canyons of the Sierra
Madres of Mexico, and his next appearance in this story is
the· occasion of his surrender to the commanding officer
of Camp John A. Rucker, in 1879.
LIeutenant Henley, who followed the trail of Pi-onse-nay in 1876 and who reported the presence of Geronimo
on the Rio ·Grande in 1877, met his death in 1878 while·
scouting in the mountains adjacent to Apache Pass. His
dauntless courage led him to .attempt to ford a raging
mountain torrent, but before he was halfway across he
was swept from his horse by the angry flood. His companion, Lieut. John Anthony Rucker, dashed into· the seething waters· and made an heroic effort to rescue Henley,
'but both were drowned~ About this time the military
authorities decided to establish a temporary outpost near
the Mexican border to facilitate operations against the
hostiles, and this post was named in honor of' Lieutenant
Rucker, who sacrificed' his own life in a 'futile effort to
save the life of his friend .. "Tony"Rucker, as he was af·
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fectionately called by his intimates, was a brother-in-law
pf General Phil Sheridan.
Orie day in the latter part of 1879' Geron,imo appeared
at Camp John A. Rucker and surrendered to Captain Haskell,the commanding officer. He was held for a short time
at that camp anQ then transferred to the custody of the
.Indian agent at San Carlos. No penalty was imposed' on
the renegade at that time other than' a temporary confine, ment in the guard house.
Insofar as the records show, Geronimo was allowed
absolute freedorri' and, in an inconspicuous manner, contented' himself with reservation life until the fall of 1881,
when he again fled into Mexico with a large band of men;
women and children, including Nah-Chee, the only, surviving son of Cochise., Geronimo never pleaded special
justification for any of his outbreaks except his' boasted
slaughter of lVlexicans, but when the 10yaJ son of Chochise
turned his back on the pale-face and joined his fortunes
with those of the renegades, existing conditions on the reservation must have been of a most aggravating character. I
entertained a very high regard for Nah-chee and I feel that
it is only just and fair to him that there should be recorded
in this story some of the outstanding causes which finally
drpve him: from the reservation.
When I removed the Coyoteros from Camp Apache in
,,1875, eight of the bands selected a location on the Gila
River about 20 miles east. of the reservation headquarters
at Sun Carlos. There I established a sub~agency, constructed
necessary buildings, and placed an employe by the name of
Ezra Hoag in charge. In June, 1876, when the Chiricahuas
were brought to the San Carlos reservation, they chose a
camping ground near the locality where, these Coyoteros
were living, and obtained their rations at the sub-agency.
Thus the Chiricahuas and a part of the Coyote~os were
living there in a neighborly imd friendly fashion. Included
with the Coyotel'os at the sub-agency were 'the bands of the
sub-chiefs '''George'' and "Bonito." The military post of
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Camp Thomas was located in the Gila Valley about fifteen
miles above the sub-agency, and outside of the reservation
limits. It is necessary to bear these facts in mind in order
to understand fully the very important events which transpired in this locality during the last'- days of September,
1881.
The flight of Nah-chee with a band of his relatives and
friends from their camping grounds near the sub-agency
on the Gila River on the night of September 30, 1881, was
one of the very unfortunate sequences of the so-called
"Cibicu War," although Nah-chee had no more to do with
the Cibicu War thah he had with the Custer fight.
Reducing the story of the Cibicu episode to its lowest
terms, it may be stated that the Cibicu is a small stream on
the reservation about 45 miles north of the Gila River.
Early in 1881 "Nock-e-da-klinny," a Coyotero Apache medicine-man, who ViaS camped on the Cibicu, announced a
"resurrection stunt," which was destined to plunge the entire reservation into a condition of unrest, apprehension
and disorder, the dire results of which were manifested
throughout the following decade.
This ignorant, fanatical, old hoodoo-medicine-man proclaimed that it was his modest purpose to summon from
their graves all of the most powerful Apache warriors who
had fallen victims to the remorseless sickle of the Grim
Reaper during recent years, and with tris resm-n:iCted army
to exterminate every pale-face in Arizona and then rush
on to a conquest of the world - or words to that effect.
These preachments not only excited a contingent of the
Coyoteros but, apparently, throroughly frightened the civil
authorities at the agency, for, inst~d of sending tlae San
Carlos police to bring in this ranting old trouble-maker,
dead or alive, the agent 1-equested the commanding officer
at Camp Apache to make the arrest with his troops. For
seven years the agency police had apprehended all offenders
and maintained order on the reservation in a most efficient
/manner. Why bring in the military now? The fatal blun-
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del' was made by the agent and upon his head rests the
.responsibility for the disastrous results;
.
Complying with the request of-the agent, C~lonel Carr
arrived at theCibicu camp on August 30th accompariied
by six officers, seventy-nine soldiers, and twenty-three In
dian scouts and proceeded to make the arrest. Nock-e-dakUnny was arrested, but very soon thereafter the t:r;oops
were fired upon (by their own Indian scouts it was alleged)
and Capt. E. C. Hentig and four soldiers were killed and
five others wounded - three of whom died from their
wounds. During the excitement. Nock-e-da-klimiy made
an attempt to escape and Wq,S promptly' sh~t through the
head by Colonel Carr's trumpeter' - a very handy man
to have about camp in an emergency, for he proved that
he was equally skill~ul in blowing the bugle, or in blowing
out the brains of· an outlawed Apache medicine-man.
The killing of Nock-e-da-kliriny was a consummation
greatly to be desired, but, although the old trouble maker
was dead, a much' more serious trouble folind its beginning in the means employed to accomplish his death. If
this fight had occurred with the agency police it would
have been me1"ely a local administrative affair, as a fight
with police anywhere is. But the army had been called
jn to perfOrm police duty on the reservation and an officer
and seven soldiers were killed. This was an "outbreak"
for ~vhich all the Indians on the reservation must pay the
penalty either directly or indirectly -.- which they did
through the years that followed.
There was race between the troops and the Indians
from the Cibicu to Fort Apache. Some shots were fired
into that post by the disaffected Indians. The "war" was on.
Additional troops. were rushed in from California and
Colorado!.. Some even said that the Apaches were to be
exterminated.
.,The· month of .Septembel', 1881, was one .of persistent
excitement. and apprehension throughout the reservation.
Bodie,s of troops were moving' hither and yon and numer'-
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ous arrests were made. This marching and' counter-marching seemed to the Apaches like "boots, boots, boots,' boots
moving up and down again" - i t g.ot on their nerves.
It will be' remembered that the Coyotero sub-chiefs
"George" and "Bonito" had their camps near. the subagency, and now the military authorities charged that these
Indians had been implicated in the Ciribu affair. Both.
of these Indians went to the sub-agency on September 25~h
and, accompanied by Mr. Hoag, the1j proceeded at once to
Camp Thomas and there surrendered to General Wilcox,
the department commander, who released them on parole.
And now follows the last scene in this g~eat drama of
sorry blun~ers that was destined finally to drive the loyal
Nah-chee from the reservation' and enroll him henceforth
with Geronimo's band of desperate renegades. On the
afternoon of September 30, 1881, only five days after General Wilcox had paroled George and Bonito, Col. Biddlecame
down from Camp Thom'as with three companies of cavalry
to. the sub-agency for the Imrpose of taking "George and
Bonito and their bands" to Camp Thomas. Mr. Hoag was
then issuing rations and many Indians were about the
sub-agency. George and Bonito told Colonel Biddle they
would come to Camp Thomas with Mr. Hoag as soon as
the issue of rations' was completed. This proposition
Colonel Biddle refused and moved his troops nearer the
Indian camps. George. and Bonito:then fled to theChiricahua camp and told Geronimo and Nah,.chee that the.troops
were there to attack them. All the warlike demonstations
during the past month had seemed to them.a constant
menace, and now a 'strong detachment of troops was at the
very threshold of their rude camps threatening an attack.
Fearing the attack would be made at daybreak, they fled
during the night - "leaving much of the~r. stock behind.'.'
Indian Commissioner Price comments on this stampede
thus: "Their flight was occasioned by fear, not hostility."
An official report quotes Mr. Hoag as saying: "The Indians were literally scared away by this movement of the
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. troops." As the sale employe in. charge of the sub-agency,
Mr. Haag had been dealing with these Indians for more
than five years and had their confidence, and I firmly believe he told the simple truth when he said they were
frightened away. The faGt that they left much of their
stock behind is aJ1lple evidence thal their stampede at that
.time was not premeditated.
.
Had Geronimo gone 'out with ~ome ofhis' 'old-tim~ followers it easily might be" thought that this wily desperado
had been waiting' for an excuse to take the warpath again,
and that he was glad to be "scared away." .But tlds never
. could be said of Nah-chee, Cochise's son. In 1874' he promisedhis dying father he would keep the treaty of peace
mad,e with General Howard;. in defense of that promise on
the night of June 4, 1876, he engaged in mortal combat
with his father's head war-chief, -,- and killed Skin-yea;
for more than five years he had remained at the sub-agency,
loyal and dependable, and when he led his little band of
relatives and friends to cast their lot with the renegades
under Geronimo the1'e 1nusthave been (~" sitfficient reason a super~inciting cause,
The record compels the conclusion tlJat Nah-chee, the
stalwart and capable son of Cochise,faithfully observed the
pledge he made his dying father for nW1'e than seven years,
and that he was finally driven to violate his father's treaty
of peace with the pale-face only when he firmly believed
that he and his followers were about to be sliot d01vn.by the
pale-face troops. Nah-chee was a man of determination,
strength arid C6Urage, Having broken his father's treaty
and joined Geronimo, he rendered to his chief a most loyal
and effective support, and shared the fortunes of his fel- "
low renegades to the end:. Geronimo recognized the superior qualitites of Nah-chee and made him his chief lieutenant. Thus we find that the story of" "Nah-chee, the renegade," dates from that eventful night of September, 30,
1881.
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THE SCOUT FROM TOMBSTONE
.

I

.

The morning of October 2, 1881, dawned bright and
peaceful over the famous city of Tombstone where, at that
time, I had my domicile. About ten o'clock in the forenoon
a courier dashed into town and announced that Geronimo
and his .band of fleeing renegades, estimated at three or
four hundred, had passed along the western base of the
Dragoon Mountains about an hour previously, hea,ded for
the Mexican line.
The trail of the renegades lay about ten miles east
of Tombstone, and it was evident that these Indians would
cross over Antelope Pass to the Sulphur Springs Valley.
The citizens of Tombstone, of course, were in no danger,
but we feared for the safety of the isolated cattle-men in
the Sulphur Springs Valley, as well as for solitary p'rospectors and others who might be in the mountains or along
the trails - and immediately a relief party was proposed.
In view of my former experience with the Apaches,
~nd the further fact that·I was then the mayor of Tombstone, I was charged with the organization of a company
of horsemen for the purpose of following the trail of the
renegades. The chief object was to give assistance to anyone who might be in need of it; beyond that our action
would be governed entirely by developments. '
The three hours following the arrival of the courier
was an exceedingly busy period for me~ The number of
. saddle., horses immediately available was limited, and it
was important that these should be assigned to the right
sort of men. These men must be equipped with rifles, sixshooters, ammunition; saddle-bags and canteens. Equally
important was the matter of rations.
.
Every moment occupied with these details put the renegades just that much further ahead of us. All selected
for the trip were impatient for the start, and this' impatience grew as an hour passed, and another, and .still a third,
until at one o'clock in the afternoon all. preparations were
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complete and our little cavalcade of 35 determined frontiersmen, well armed and mounted, formed into a column of
twos, galloped up Allen Street'and' took the trail for Antelope Pass.
In those "good old days" Tombstone did not lack for
men with well established reputations for being '~handy with
a gun," and there were in this company several conspicious
"stars" of that character. The party included Virgil Earp,
my, chief of police, and his two brothers - Wyatt and
Morgan, - Johnny Behan and W. H. Breakenridge of the
sheriff's office, Charlie Reppy, Frank Inglesby, Geo. W.
Parsons, Ward Priest, Marshal' Williams, Cy Bryant and
others who had been weighed in the balance and not found
wanting in "nerve."
Arizona is 'renowned as an arid country, but there
are occasional downpours which, for quantity and dampness, are unexcelled anywhere in the world, and it was our
luck to encounter such a storm in Antelope Pass. We had
just struck the broad, fresh trail left by the escaping renegades and had quickened our pace in. the hope of closing
up with them by nightfall, or at least surprising them before'they broke camp .the next morning, but these ambitious hopes were doomed to disappointment. ,
Suddenly the rain began falling In torrents, th~heavy
thunder was' continuous and the vivid lightning was spo~
ing among the rocks all about us. Very soon everyone was
as wet as the proverbial "drowned rat," and although the
thunder and lightning ceased· as we descended from the
Pass, the rain persisted until nearly midnight.
Just as we reached the western rim of the Sulphur
Springs Valley we found three or four companies of cavalry
in camp on. the trail. These had come down the valley
from the railroad, thinking that the renegades might cross
to that side of the Dragoon range, but as soon as they had
struck the "hot trail" they promptly made camp. When
\ we inquired the reason for this untimely halt we were told
that it was "too wet to travel."
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As a matter of fact, traveling in the rain and mud was
no. holiday pastime. Our clothing was soaked through to
the skin, our boots were full of water, and the soft grouIi~
was very tiring to our horses, although we could go no
faster than a walk. But with the average frontiersman
it is never "too wet to travel" unless he is actually stuck
in the mud. Furthermore, we had embarked in a strenuous
game - to follow as rapidly as possible on the trail of the
renegades, to give succor if succor were needed,-and we did
not know who, 'even then, might be lying wounded and suffering. in the night and the rain. Therefore we bid the
soldiers goodnight and trudged on down the valley.
It was about eleven o'clock when we reached a small
shac~ which had been erected on one of the cattle ranges.
The rain had ceased and the clouds were breaking. The
moon would rise about two o'clock in the morning, and' as
we had been riding since one o'clock that afternoon, it was
decided that we give our horses a brief rest and wait for
the moon.
'As soon as we had picketed our horses and set a guard,
a fire was started in the shack and we proceeded to make
ourselves as comfortable as circmnstances would permit,
meanwhile munching bits of hardtack or whatever else
was found in the saddle-bags that would appease our growing appetites. The fire was cheerful and its warmth most
grateful. There was some bantering as to whose clothes
were wettest, or whose boots held the most water. Big-,
good-natured Cy Bryant said to me, "Mayor, you can sleep
with me tonight," whereupon everyone laughed, because
the 35 of us could not get into the shack at the same time
unless all were standing. ,Thus we sought to forget our wet
clothes and sore spots and to enjoy life while the fire blazed.
In this way three hours passed. It was then two o'clock
of "the morning after." The faithful old moon was just
peering over the eastern horizon, indicating that it was
time for us to resume our march. No' orders were neces-
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sary. In silence each sought hiS' faithful steed, and lam
sure each hated to sit again upon those sore spots, the soreness of whiCh had been aggravated by the wet saddles and
. the wetter clothes. But none uttered the slightest protest.
The "cinches" were adjusted, . the meri swung into their
. saddles, and, aided, by the. brIght moonlight, we moved on
again almost noiselessly along'the soggy' trail.
' ,
The march continued in unbroken silence until day.-,
light, for the men were both tired and sleepy, but with
the breaking of the day their spirits revived and there were'
sounds and signs of life all along the Hne. 'At sunrise we
halted where there was water and good grass arid let our
horses graze for an hour. Once more on the trail we fol-,
lowed it doggedly until about noon. By this time we knew,
we had 'crossed the international line and were trespassing
on Mexican territory.
'
The only "Ilidian sign" met with was the tniil 'we had
followed. .Evidently the hostiles ,had not found it "too wet
.' to travel," and apparently they had not met either man or
, beast, on their stampede down the Valley, at least nothing
had been killed by them along the trail. We had accomplished t~e,purpose of our undertaking, and we had no right
to invade Mexico.
Furthermore we were not equipped for' an indefinite
campaign. As a matter of fact, we were out of grub ancl
hungry. Before leaving Tombstone we had arranged to
have a man foilow us with a buckboard loaded with provisions. Doubtless he had started, but the storm had held
him up. Very likely he had found it "too wet to travel"
with a loaded wagon. 'So, for an hour we speculated as to
how far we were in Mexico, how far the renegades were
ahead of us, and how far we would haye to ride on the
back h:ail before we would be able to feast on the\ good
things which we felt sure had followed us out of Tombstone.
The more we discussed that buckboard and its contents the
keener became the pangs, of hunger, and so, without a
dissenting voice, we headed our horses northward and pro-
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ceeded with all possible speed in the directi9n of American
soil and the nlt:s]Jl(~ced "chiwk 'wu,gon."
It was nearly sundown when we again met the soldiers
ill the same camp where we had left them twenty-four
hoUl;s before. There was no necessity for them to go further·
southward now, for the trail of the renegades \vas not only
"wet," but likewise very, cold. Geronimo and his follo"iers
no longer had to fear pursuit by American troops for by
this time they were resting in their familiar fastnesses
amid the mountains of Mexico.
Nearby the military camp we spied the delayed "buckboard" with its precious carg'O, and forthwith all stampeded in that direction. Speedily the banquet board was
spread, and none of our party needed to be urged to join
in the l'oyal feast. Having satisfied" our hunger and puffed
a cigarette or two, we rolled up in our blankets, thankful for an opportunity to enjoy the rest and sleep we were
so much in need of.
On the morning of October 4th we were up with the
dawn.. Having disposed of a hearty breakfast \ve saddled,
up our well-rested steeds and were off in a bunch for
Tombstone, leaving the troops "camping on the trail" of
the renegades; but on the same spot where we found them
,on the evening of October 2nd.
We headed for Antelor)e Pass. Our strenuous, persistent march had not been rewarded by a single stirring
adventure to lend zest and compensation to the undertaking. The morning sun was bright and the ozone from the
Dragoon Range was most invigorating. The ample supper
and breakfast and the intervening unbroken sleep had
fully refreshed our party, and all were in fine fettle.
, This exuberance of spirits very soon manifes~ed itself
in vaTious "wild west stunts," which inCluded cowboy
tricks, fancy riding, and target shooting: A couple of expert riders demonstrated the proper method of "fighting
Indians on the plains," by urging their mounts to full speed
and then leaning far to one side they clung with the left
I

136

NEW ME'XICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

arm over the horse's shoulder while they discharged their
six-shooters underneath his neck.
'
As the unassuming leader I maintained, the dignity
of the party in the role of an interested spectator, and had
contented myself with witnessing the successive feats presented and heartily applauding the skill and daring of the
actors. But I was rudely awakened from my passive attitude when ~ the' company halted suddenly and demanded
that I should assassinate a merry, little prairie-dog who
,was "periscoping"with his head just above the mound
which encircled the entrance to his subterranean abode,
within fair rifle-shot distance.
It was a critical moment. I had been ten years on the
frontier. During three of those years I had roamed the
trails of Arizona and New Mexico with the Apaches. Now
I was the Mayor of Tombstone, the city of dramatic name
and fame. Because of these varied experiences I had been
complimented. with the leadership of this stalwart band of '
frontiersmen and gun-fighters, who had been following, the
traii of Geronimo.Now I must prove myself worthy of this
leadership by demonstrating my skill with the rifle.
These men had never seen me shoot, nor had they ever
heard me boast of my prowess as a "dead shot." As a matter of fact, I was never too confident of my ~bility to' "hit
the bull's eye." I realized that my reputation with these,
men was how at stake, and it was not. without misgivings
that I halted my horse when called upon to make the shot.
Without dismounting 'I slipped my rifle from its sling,
straightened myself in the saddle, drew a bead on the unsuspecting prairie-dog, and fired. With the crack of my
gun the prairie-dog disappeared in his hole. None went to
see whether the little animal had been hit. That was not
necessary, for the bullet from my rifle 'had plowed its way
through both edges of the circular mound on a direct line
with the former position of the prairie-dog's head. I had
scored the perfect shot. Without batting an eye, or seeming in the least perturbed or elated at the result of this
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- . "test," I quietly slipped my rifle back into. its sling and
moved forward on the trail.
My very competent and critical audience promptly expressed approval, but it soon developed that all were not
fully convinced, for we had ridden less than a mile when a
hawk was seen perched on the summit of the stalk of a
century plant, and within range of my position. Instantly
there was a unanimous demand for another shot by the
Mayor.
When I attempted to make the second shot from the
saddle my horse objected, by refusing to stand still. Without hesitation I dismounted, took aim and fired. This time
there was nothing to mark the track of the bullet, and as
the hawk spread its wings and left its perch I felt a bit
chagrined, for the indications were that I had scored a
"miss." The hawk started a graceful circle upward, but
had moved less than ten feet when a single feather was
seen fluttering towards the ground. Instantly my spirits
rose, for, at least, my bullet had cut into the plumage of
t~e target. The hawk continued its upward flight for an
additional ten or fifteen feet - and then dropped to the
ground like a plum,1net._ Oh boy! ! ! ! ! A lusty cheer
echoed through the pass and my prowess with the rifle
was never again questioned.
It may be noted here that Antelope Pass crosses the
Dragoon Mountains just south of the famed "Cochise
Stronghold," where General Howard made the treaty of
peac~ with Cochise in 1872. It may also be worth while
to recall the fact that Tombstone is the county seat of
Cochise County -which county was created and named
four years after the death of the noted Indian chief.
Arriving at Tombstone our party promptly disbanded,
and thus our brief and eventless expedition on the trail
of Geronimo passed into history; but at least- we had demonstrated the true temper of the frontiersman in taking
no chances on what might have happened to others along
that trail.
Nineteen years later, in 1900, three members of this
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,Tombstone socuting' party met one evening at Nome,
Alaska. These were George W. Parsons, Wyatt Earp and
myself. It s(0emed proper that we should fittingly celebrate
this reunion of scarless veterans on that remote, bleak, and
inhospitable shore - and we did-.
From their rock-ribbed fastnesses in the Sierra Madre
Mountains of Mexico, Geronimo and his band sallied forth
on raids of pillage and murder ii1 MexiCo, southeastern
Arizona, and southwestern New Mexico, whenever their
mood inspired them so to do. It is not necessary to burden
this story with the details of these depredations, which
included the murder of Judge McComas and his wife on
March 28, 1833, and the capture of little Charlie McComas,
whose ultimate fate was never defin'itelY kno,,~n. It is not'
withoutmisf)iv'ings that I proceed with the presentation of
the outstanding facts relating to this pei'iod of ,our story
for the reason that it is no cc(,sy matter to 1'ecovcr, rehabilitate, mid establ'ish what Henry Ford has so aptly termed
the "neglected truth."
My personal convictions as to the actual facts relating
to this particular campaign would lead me to state, briefly,
that Genel~al Crook, in person, led an expedition into Mexico
in the spring ,Of 1883;, that he met Geronimo and his band
under conditions which practically placed the American
troops at the mercy of the renegades and enabled their
chief to dictate the terms of "peace"; that General Crook
returned to Arizona with a majority of the women and
children belonging to the outlaw hand; that several months
later Geronimo appeared at the international line with
betwe~n forty and fifty fully armed followers and about
one hundred head of stolen stock and sundry other plunder
taken from the persons and homes of their victims; that
he was met at the border by Lieut. Britton Davis with a
squad of fifteen soldiers and escorted back t9 the Sari Carlos
reservation; that later this stock, was sold on the resenTa,..
tion under the, direction of the military 'authorities; that
Geronimo and his followers were held as "prisoners of war,"
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but were allowed to retain their arms and were given their
freedom on the reservation, and that they once· more took
the war-path in May, 1885.
Colonel James H. McClintock, formerly state historian
of Arizona, devoted much time and labor.- endeavoring to
reveal the truth relative to this "capture" of Geronimo iIi'
In spite of this effort he is compelled, in his Histo'rY
of A1"izona (page 246), to refer to the "mysterious treaty

with Geronimo," and further says:
Assuredly Crook had run himself into a perilous situation; The principal feature seems to be that .Crook gave
the Indians the advantage in going into their own camp
to treat with them, instead of sending for their chiefs to
come to a place of his own choosing.
.
Al Sieber, that brave and intrepid old scout and guide,
was with General Crook on this campaign. On page 247
of his history, Colonel McClintock says:
Tom Horn was pushed forward as interpreter by Sieber, whose estimate of the situation was shown by his
words of warning, 'Take a knife, Tom; stand while yotI.
interpret, forget that you may not live another minute,
and think only of the talk.' . During all the early stages of J
the conference Sieber was sure that the Americans all
. would be slain, and he kept his hand within his shirt where
he had a revolver with which he meant to blowout Geronimo's brains at the first move that looked like violence.
The Indians announced their willingness to return to
.
San Carlos, with the condition that they were to be fully
. protected; that they were to be allowed to carry their arms
and march as they pleased, and that they should be maintained in the possession of whatever horses, mules and
cattle they had on hand, though it was assuredly well known
to the American commander that practicially every head
of stock had l been stolen. The leisurely march started for
the north with 383 individuals in the Indian column. Only
250 of these reached San Carlos - on June 20, 1883.
Again, on page 249 Colonel McClintock writes:
Chatto came back to the reservation February 27, 1884,
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and, escorted by Lieut. Britton Davis, Geronimo returned
to his rations at San Carlos on March 14, ,1884. Soon
thereafter the Chiricahuas (these prisoners of war) were
transferr.ed to Turkey Creek near Fort Apache."
Several years ago while traveling in company with
Major Carter West of the regular army, our reminiscences
drifted to tales of frontier days in Arizona, and in the
coilrse of this conversation Major West told me that for a
time he was detailed in charge of the Chiricahua "prisoners
of war" while they were located on Turkey Creek near Fort,
Apache. At once I asked; "Why didn't you take the guns
away from those prisoners?" Very pr9mptly the major
replied; "I did, but General Crook ordered me to return
the arms to the Indians."
An official communication from the Indian agent at
San Carlos to the Commissioner of Indian. Affairs under
date of February 9, 1884,
. contains the following paragraph:
.
I

,

"

The Chiricahua, prisoner.s (?) roam at will overt,he
reservation, some of' them having their camps three miles
from the camps of the soldiers and scouts; all the bucks
of the bands are well armed and mounted, and a party of
them are now herdIng a large band of stolen horses and
mules twenty miles from the agency. Persons claiming
that they have animals among them that are plainly marked
and can be identifIed, have been denied the privilege of
visiting the camp for the puropse of pointing out their
property, and also are assured that if found the stock could
not be recovered.
'The following advertisement appeared in several AriZOIla newspapers during May and June, 1884:
Headquarters Department of Arizona, Office of Chief
Commissary of Subsistence, Whipple Barracks, Prescott,
A. T., May 26, 1884.
There will be sold. at public auction, to the highest,
bidder,. by the acting' commissary of subsistence. at· San
Carlos, Arizona, on Thursday,June 26, 1884; commencing
1. It should be borne in mind that Fort Apache was within the limits of the'
San Carlos Indial! reservation '-. ahout 60 miles north from the main agency on the
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. at 12 o'clock M., about 90 head of cattle, consisting of steers,
. cows and calves. Terms - Cash. Cattle to be removed from
reservation immediately after sale. This lot of cattle was
brought in from Mexico by the Chiricahua Indians.
Chas. P. Egan,
Captain and C.· S., U. S. Army.
Customs officers and others were prevented from dis. turbing the renegades in the possession of this stolen st.Qck.
The Glob.e Silver Belt supplements the record as follows:
The owner of some of the cattle here referred to, before the sale, appeared at San Carlos, identified the cattle
and produced the branding iron, which exactly corresponded.
with the brands on the cattle, but he was denied their possession on the frivolous pretext that they were sequestered
as spoils of war. . . . . So far as we are informed, the
Sonorian who was despoiled of his stock has not been reimbursed, and thus the best. government under the sun is
placed in the light of aiding ·and abetting the Chiricahuas
- with a full knowledge of the facts - in the commission
of larceny.
In order that it may be distipctly understood who was
responsible for the control and discipline of the Indians
on the San CarIos reservation at this time, I deem it important to mention here a conference held at the War Department on July 7,1883, which was attended by Secretary
of War Lincoln, Secretary of Interior Teller, General Crook,
and Commissioner of Indian Affairs Price, when the following agreement was arrived at:
In view of the difficulties encountered in making satisfactory disposition of the Apache Indians recently captured'
by General Crook under existing methods of. administration, it is determined by the secretary of war and the secretary of the interior, after considel~ation, that the Apache
Indians recently captured by General Crook, and all such
as may be hereafter captured or may surrender themselves
to -him, shall be kept under the control of the war department at such points on the San Carlos reservation as may
be determined by the war department (-but not at the
agency without the consent of. Indian agent), to be fed and
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cared for by the wai'departinent until further orders. For
the greater security of the. people of Arizona, and to ensure peace, the war department shall be entrusted with the
entire police control of all the Indians in the San Carlos
reservation and charged with the duty of keeping'the peace
on the reservation and preventing the Indians from leaving
except with the consent of General Crook or the officer
who may' be authorized to act under him.'
,
The war department shall protect the Indian agent in
the discharge of his duties as agent, which shall include
the ordinary duties of an Indian agent, which shall remain,
as heretofore,except as to keeping the peace, administering justice, and punishing refractory Indians, all of which·
shall be don~by the wardepal"tment as above stated. Signed,
'Rob~rt T. Lincoln, Secretary of War; H.'Teller, Secretary
of the Interior.
.
Commenting on the above agreement, the secretary of
war in his annual report- for 1883, page 5, .says:
General Sherman expresses the belief that if General
Crook is permitted to' manage the Apaches in his own ~vay,
all 'wars will cease in Arizona, and that with them will disappear the complicated Indian questipn which has tested
the patience and courage of our people since the first settlement" by whites on this continent.
.
Thus General Crook was given the freest sort of hand
to "manage the Apaches in his 'own way" from July, 1883,
until he relinquished. his command of the department of
Arizona in April, 1886. Nevertheless, wars d{d 'not "cease
in Arizona," neither did "the complicated Indian question"
disappear - but the "prisoners of war" did. Whenever
protest was made against' the pampered renegades retaining their arms and the possession of stolen stock McClintock says (page 248) that "Crook defended the Chiricahuas as prisoners of ~var who had surrendered with the'
understanding that thei1' past deeds would riot be pun'ished .
provided they behaved themselves in the futdre."
The anpual report of the Secretary of War for 1883
,
includes the following statement on page 5:'
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"In March last a small party of Indians made a raid
from Mexico, and after killing nine persons, escaped back
into the difficult country from which they had come. Brigadier General Crook made a vigorous pursuit, going many
miles into IVlexico, and, after penetrating into an almost
inaccessible part of the Sierra Madre Mountains, had a
fight with the Indians, and returned with a large number
of prisoners, among whom were 53 male ,Indians. "
It is noted with amazement that General Crook had
an asserted "fight" with that select aggregation of desperate renegades under the capable leadership 'of Geronimo
in "an almost inaccessible part of the, Merra Madre
Mountains," and 'yet no casualties were reported. Nobody
was hurt. It was, apparently, a bloodless, scarless "fight,"
.- nevertheless, General Crook returned with "a large number of prisoners, among whom were 53 -male Indian." It
is admitted that when General Crook returned from this
"drive into Mexico he delivered to San Carlos about 250
women and children - among whom, doubtless, there were
53 boys ("male Indians"). If these were "prisoners" they
must have been carelessly guarded, as Colonel McClintock
tells us' that when the march was started for the north
there were "383 individuals in the Indian column. Only
250, of these reached San Carlos." More than eight months'
later "Geronimo returned to his rations" at the agency;
It is doubtful if Geronimo could have mustered many
more than 53 fighting men at the time the 53 "male Indians" were made "prisoners." The wily chief must have
been tickled pink when General Crook consented to relieve
him of the care and maintenance of upwards of 300 women
and children. . Doubtless, if General Crook had included
53 maZe warriors among' his prisoners that result would
have co-rnpletely wiped out the nest of Apache hostiles in
the Sierra Madres, and the Secretary of War would have
had facts well worth reporting.
It is not at all probable that the Secretary of War was
cognizant of the designedly misleading statements incor-
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porated 'inhis ;offi~ial report, but it is subtle phrases of
this character sponsored by high officials that led me to
say "it is no easy matter to recover, rehabilitate, and establish" the neglected truth..
Much has been. written concerning this capture of
Geronimo by General Crook in 1883. A very good photograph was made at the time of the asser.ted "council" when
. the general and his staff were "arranging the terms of surrender." . In this photograph are shown· General Crook,
Geronimo, Captain Bourke, Nana, Captain Rob~rts, Lieut.
Maus and others. A replica of this photograph in bronze
is riveted to the reverse side of the great granite boulder
that marks the final resting place of General Crook in the
National Cemetary at Arlington Heights, Virgina, overlooking the shimmering bosom of the historic Pqtomac.
On page 249 of McClintock's history it is recorded that
"early in 1885 Lieut. Britton Davis gave warning that the
Chiricahuas (prisoners of war fully armed) on' Turkey
Creek were restless and threatening, but no action was taken,
and in May of that year 124 of these Chiricahuas led by
Geronimo, Nah-chee and Chihuahua left the reservation and
beaded southward over their former familiar "bloody
. trails."
And again in May, 1885, I was a resident of Tombstone
when this band of fleeing renegades came down the same
trail followed in 1881, but instead .of crossing through Antelope Pass they continued southward in the direction' of
Bisbee - then a very small mining camp. Alid again I
joined ~ company of about ~O dtizens who followed the
trail as far as Bisbee, arriving just in time to see the dead
body of Deputy Sheriff Billy Daniels. brought into that
camp by a little company of his excited and sorrowing
neighbors. The faithful deputy, learning that marauding
Apaches were in the vicinity of the camp,gallopedout to
reconnoitre, ventured too near to" some lurking renegades,
and paid the penalty with his life,
(to be concluded)
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BARREIRO'S OJEADA SOBRE NUEVO MEXICO
. (concluded)
COMMERCE

. The commerce of New Mexico must be considered
under three aspects, namely: the foreign trade carried on
with North A~erica, that carried on with the neighboring
states, and the trade which it has internally~
The commerce with the United States of North Ainer~
ica is carried on by means of regular caravans which arrive in Santa Fe usually in July. These caravans are composed of ninety or a hundred wagons well loaded with
goods .and escorted by their respective owners. They elect
officers from among themselves to whom they yield obedience on the road. At all times they try to proceed' with
the greatest care so as not to' be surprised' by the countless barbar~us and warlike Indians who inhabit the dreadful deserts which intervene between New Mexico and Missouri for a distance of more than two hundred and fifty
leagues. When a caravan has stopped in the afternoon,
they make a circle with the wagons, within which the
people and the stock sleep, while a sufficient number of
sentinels are on watch all night, in order, when occasion
arises, to fire upon the enemy and by all means to save
their property.
Generally by July, as I have said, these caravans arrive
at Santa Fe, and that is the time when this capital presents
a very festive appearance. Then on all sides clothing stores
are opened and a considerable number are seen who come
to this kind of fair from the pass of the north,41 from
41. Where travel "passed" the Rio Grande. In Barreiro's time the settlement
of EI Paso del Norte Jay south of the river, the modern Juarez; but throughout the
.Ojeada the name is spelled without capitals, i';dicating 1)1e crossing of the river
rather than the plaza.
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Sonora, and' from all parts of the Territory. That is the
time when all the Anglo-American merchants ai'e returning who, during the year, have gone' to the neighboring
states"" to transact business, and then in short is when one
beholds a traffic which is truly pleasing. Goods become
extremely cheap, for many merchants "burn their profits"
so as to return to the United States in August, and pur:.
chases are made with the greatest ease. Upon the invoices
from Philadelphia or Saint Louis goods are sold wholesale at an advance of scarcely 80, ,or 90, or 100%; and indeed
they are often sold at an advance of only 50%. These crazy
bargains have ruined many merchants, for the losses of
the company which came the past year are estimated to
have been at least 30 to 40,000 pesos.
,In August the caravans start back, only those mer. chants remaining who are interested 'in the trapping of bea~
vel', of which a considerable exportation is made.
As the exportation of beaver has no duty imposed, the'
American merchants try upon their return journey to carry
beaver instead of money, because thus they secure two ad- .
vantages,; first, that of paying no duties upon the. exportation
of. coin, and second, that of carrying to their own country
an effect which is there of great value to them and which
here is duty-free.
These caravans originated'in 1821 when some adventurers began to enter; but subsequently more formal companies of men were organized, until of late years ,merchants of means have been coming with ventures on a large
scale and under conditions very different 'from those existing at first. In' order to appreciate the increase of this
commerce, it will be well to look at table number 3 in the
section on "Finance," since the considerable annual increase of customs receipts will serve as a scale in this mat~r.'

The Commerce which New Mexico has with the neigh42',

Of the Republic of Mexico,
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boring States. - This also is worthy of attention, as Sonora
and Chihuahua are supplied to a larg~ extent by the foreign goods which are imported from here, with the resulting benefit that the Americans who carryon this commercebring in a considerable amount of money which circulates in this country, both through the payment of duties
made upon their return, as well as,through the sums which
they spend necessarily upon their living.
The New Mexicans also carryon a fairly active commerce with the neighboring States, for yearly they export
flocks of sheep, skins, pine-lumber, coarse woolen goods,
tobacco and other goods whicil they sell at good prices.
There are p~rsons who have contracts in Durango by which
they are to deliver annually 15,000 or more head of sheep
which, marketed there, bring nine Teales or more. A few
'persons have the trade in sheep monopolized, so that it cannot be considered as beneficial as the trade in skins, coarse
woolens, etc., since the latter trade is well distri,buted
among all classes in New Mexico, especially among the
lower and middle classes. . The general eagerness found
among New Mexicans for commerce with the neighboring
States is certainly astonishing. In October especially a .
multitude of people are seen to set out with this in view
and tosca,tter in all directions. Some head for Chihuahua, .
others for Pitic or Guaymas; some go even to' the fairs of
Aguascalientes or San Juan; others to Durango, and others
finally as far as the Californias.
The internal comrnerce of the country. - This is ordinary, and the usual manner of conducting it is by barter.
Sheep are held in high esteem, almost more even than
money, for the purchase of whatever may be desjred. Let
me add that such traffic as a regular thing is effected by
credit from one year to another, and even for a longer time.
I have already spoken of the cheapness of foreign goods;
those of the country on the other hand, such as chocolate,
rice, sugar, olive oil, almonds, and others of this character,
are exceedingly dear and at times are very scarce, and'
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furthermore those which .are brought here are always of.
inferior quality.
.
.
The commerce 'Which is carried' on with. the Gentiles~43
- This also' demands our attention. With vermillion,
knives, biscuit, ovened bread, powder, awls and other trifl~s
are bought exquisite skins' whic.h are resold at a profit and
from which [trade] great advantage might be drawn,
were the enlightenment,of the country different from what
it is. Were there revenue and export duties' on such rich
and abundant pelt'ries, enough could be produced at very
little cost to load whole pack-trains. What an immense
field in Mexico lies open to industry! What seeds of prpsperity are under our hand on every side! Even those most
remote places which are now occupied by the barbarians
allure us with things of value but with which we are not
yet acquainted.; those rivers which in their lands teem with
valuable b-eaver ; ,those virgin,untou~hed fields where fair
Nature displays herself in all her beauty; those affable
'climes which offer to agriculture and to stock-raising their
powerful influence; those timber-clad mountains and
beautiful marbles which seem to be sketching the plans of
magnificent cities, [all these] surely are powerful incentives to make us thing seriously upon developing theele,. .
ments of true happiness which we possess. Revolutionary
aspirants! Infernal spirits of discord! Cast one single
GLANCE OVER YOUR COUNTRY, and hasten to bury
yourselves forever in the abysses by reason of the furious
remorse which will torment ye when ye'shall perceive how
this soil, biessed by the adorable hand of Providence, invites
the Mexican people wIth riches and products of every sort,
and which they do not enjoy :p.or even know as yet because
of your criminality, and perverse designs!
I

43.
not

A common term applied in early times to the Indian tribes which pad
the religion of the Spaniards.

acc~pted
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CIVIL GOVERNMENT

. The civil government of New Mexico is entrusted to
a chief, named by the [federal] government and removed
at will, nor has he a regular secretary. It is commonly
bel,ieved that the civil chief is "judge of alcaldes" a~d is
like a court of appeals to which aggrieved parties may
have recourse in seeking relief from judgments which they
consider unjust. The result of this mistaken belief is that
. the said chief is a,lways occupied by ridiculous cases and
is distracted by thousand impertinent 'complaints against
the justices: The civil chief who may care to abuse the
authority which jgnorance thus affords him, how many
inj uries may he not occasion!
As the civil chief is the authority in closest touch with
the towns, it would be well that full and sufficient powers'
should be designated for him, but that with all prudence
and wisdom such powers should tie his hands from any
evil-doing and leave them free for all the well-doing possible.
The power po~sessed by the supreme government of
removing the civil chief at will is certainly very unfortunate
and prejudicial, since it opens the door to the one who is
most aspil~ing, so that men perhaps without merit and
solely by persistence or influence may put themselves into office.
. On the other hand, instability in office is a source of
terrible evils, just as security is the most powerful incentive
for men to strive to accredit themselves for distinction and
advancement, Therefore it would be well for the government of New Mexico to be conferred for regular and fixed
periods so that within such terms he who. might be chief
at the time might suffer removal only for cause proved
in accordance with the law.
The Territorial Deputation. - This body is null and
insignificant, since it does not have sufficient authority
to function for itself. Hence it is that, unless a new law
11
!

a
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regulates the faculties Of the deputation upo:p. a different
footing, those which it ·has by, chapter two of the decree
of June 23,1813, are absolutely impractical, some because
they conflict with our system of ,government and others
because tp.ey do not suit the 'conditions of the 'country.
I excuse myself from writing the government ·more
1'ully upon this p6i~t :because, as I a~ informed, the territorial deputy Presbyter Don Jose Antonio Martinez drew
up an exposition which the deputation approved and forwarded to that government, in which he demonstrates by
various considerations how useless the deputation ,is and
how easy it would be to transfer its powers to the towncounciIsand to the \civiI chief.
The Town Councils. - Table No.1 shows the places
where such bodies exist, and· those which have only an
alcalde. The illiteracy which ·prevails generally in this Tel'':
ritor.y 'causes these bodies, in which the law has deposited
a great part of the common happiness, to be null and insignificant; s~ it will be evident that this, by no means the
least' of ills, is curable only by time ~nd by such protection
as the government may give to .education.
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

In the house of the ·Vicar General Don Juan Rafael
Rascon, the young man Guadalupe Miranda affords this'
Territory' the very 'unusual service of teaching certain
youths elerp.entaryCastilian grammar, 'Latin and certain
rudiments of philosophy. The constancy and devotion of
the citizen Miranda 'deser,ve just praise, nor is less merit
dueto the progress made by the young men, for they struggle with great inconveniences such as the lack of books,
etc. May Heaven be pleased to provide New Mexico, a
scientific establishment in which her sons may be instructed
according to the light of our age! .'
Public schools. - Table No. 2 shows the places where
there are such schools, and the salaries. enjoyed by their
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teachers. Nothing in the Territory is better provided for
comparatively than the establishment of schools, but nothingls found in a more distressing condition than they.
The results of primary instruction are not noticeable, thIs
misfortune being due, in part to the neglect, laziness and
ignorance of many' schoolm2.sters, and due likewise to the
lack of zeal on the part of the authorities.
, Froeeclom of the pr'ess. - Liberty of the' press is .the
vehicle which communicates enlightenment to all classes
of society, especially to the lowest class of people. This
precious gift, granted to us by the wisdom of the great
legislators of our Republic, is the firmest support of liberal
institutions; for,more than by physical strength, these
institutions are conserved by moral vigor, which results
from the enlightenment of the citizens. But this inestimable good is as if dead for this Territory, as not a press is
known, nor do papers circulate which would spread abroad
that public spirit which is the very soul of, republican
liberty.
The scarcity of books, particularly of those elementary
ones which contribute so largely in disseminating ideas, is
'another obstacle opposed to enlightenment, and another
no less is the enormous distance at which this place lies,
and ·the lack of communication which obtains with the
interior of the Republic.
As_a chief means of fosteririg the enlightenment of
New Mexico I judge the fulfilment in all its parts of the
decree of January 26, 1813, in which it was ordered to
erect a bishopric and a seminary of higher education in
this capital, for more than in any other place of theRepublic is the said establishment [here] an absolute necessity.
THE MILITARY BRANCH

The frontier situation of New ,Mexico, the situation
which she holds topographically with regard to the rest
of the Republic, and her critical situation with respect to
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thirty or more Gentile nations whi.ch encircle her are surely
three most weighty motives or reasons which demonstrate
even to actual proof that this milit~ry point should pe fully
safeguarded.
He who knows· the advanced pretentions which the
of the Republic, and her critical situation with respect ,to
boundaries between this Republic and that of the North,
since· they wish to make out that the limits of Louisiana
extend as far as the left bank of the Rio Bravo del Norte;
he who is posted as to .the menaces and devices which the
United States have constantly used ~gainst New Mexico,
to such an extent that in the year 1806 the officer Paykie"
and the 'trader Robinson constructed a fort on the Gallinas
River in which they had a number of soldiers; he who is
not ignorant of these and other details will certainly be
astounded when he casts-his eye over New Mexico and finds
only a people innocent and unprovided of any defense.'
Without
soldiers; without
established revenues,
without ~on.
,
.
stitution, without laws lvpich are the protection of. a . populace and of their agriculture and other branches of in:dustry, this un.happy country is delivered over to the disorder which naturally follows the lack of these resources.
Let us for a moment suppose that the UniteCl States
have dispatched against us a military expedition of three
or four thousand men which, under whatever pretext' as,.
sembled',. comes to occupy this soil;::-what attitude 'would
New Mexic.o assume? With no more than a hundred mEm
in the perman~nt force,in what manner would resistance
'be offered? Now I seem to see that the New Mexicans
grasp their arms and run to defend the integrity of their
fatherland, and' that our imagined expeditionaries would'
not attain their triumph unless over the (corpses of more,
than forty thousand inhabitants; but since in this estimate
we must not count on the force of society en masse but
. rather on that part which is destined by their character
~

I

, '
44. Lieut. Zebulon Pike, who put his stockade not an the Gallinas but on the
south bank of the Conejos River, a western tributary of the Rio Grande.
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and profession to sustain our independence and laws, let
us restate our supposition and let us imagine. what would
be the fortune of war for on'e hundred men against three
or four thousand. Well then, if to these reflections we add
the possibility of an American expedition larger than that
cited; the lack of instruction in that important arm, the
artillery; the absence of mounts in which our troop ordinarily finds itself; the many completely armed AngloAmericans that there are among us; and so on with various
other reflections of like tenor, we should recognize as
proved our uselessness and our unarmed condition.'"
Should the supreme government assign to this and to
the other frontiers of the Republic a great part of the army,
there is no doubt but that it would perform a sacred duty.
If the primary object of an armed force is that of repelling
a foreign force, is it not natural to station troops so intended the nearest possible to such a point? Why do we
want armies where there is no danger, where 'no enemy'
to be co~quered exists? The Americans realizing this truth,
leave not one soldier in the center of their territory, but
hold all their ti·oops upon their frontiers with eC0!10my to
their exchequer alid with incalculable benefits. Should we
imitate this good example, we should be more highly
respected abroad and we should live more peacefully at
home, because in fact a republic needs a standing army as
much as any other government, but for republics armies
are more useful and suitable on their frontiers. Our own
unfortunate history proves such to be the truth.
The topographical situation of New Mexico is the
second reason which must be borne in mind why this should
be· a military post independent of the general commandry
and inspection of Chihuahua, because, stationed in the remotest 'place in the Republic and separated from that [commandry] by an immense desert, it cannot anticipate all its
45. Fourteen years later the American occupation of New Mexico was actu.ally
effecUed by a force of only 1,558 men under Gen, S. ,V. Kearny. The supporting
force under Col. Sterling Price numbered about 1,700 men,
'
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military exigencies when so subordinated. Moreover the
circumstances of warfare with the Gentiles are different
and even contrary in the State of Chihuahua and in New
Mexico, for nations which are at peace with the former
make
war on the 'latter, and vice
ve1'SCL
,
I
As the only remedy for this evil I believe it to be
necessary to erect a general commandry and inspection in
this Territory according as, and in the terms in which,
those of Chihuahua,Texas, etc., are created by the law of
March 21, '1826.
Equally necessary and indispensable I consider the
raising of the companies granted to her in the same law,
fOl~ without a force on this footing the single company
which exists today would be insignificant for restraining
.the incursions of the barbarians without the aid of the
residents, who have always struggled with their enemies
at the cost of incredible sacrifices.
The great number of warlike nations which surrouJtd
New Mexico is another argument which proves the necessity that this should be a post defended by a competent
number of troops.
The Gentiles in their desolating hostilities carryon a
war which has lasted for the extended period of more than
two centuries, and a war which has been both depreciated
by persons not acquainted with it and weighed down with
difficulties and danger for well-meriting officers who have
carried it on and whose skill has been confounded by tactics
reduced to the simple elements of wearing out the enemy;
of attacking him only in case the advantage of ground and
numbers should favor the savages; of fleeing precipitately
whenever a happy issue to the action would be doubtful
for them, and of fighting to the last drop of blood when a
tight situation compels them to fight or surrender.
For putting these principles into' practice, Nature has
gifted them also with certain advantages which a civilized
man does not possess in the same degree. Every Gentile
learns instinctively to handle weapons from his earliest
I

I
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years; his senses usually are very keen; in the chase and
by their roaming life, always exposed to the free play of
the winds, they acquire an astonishing agility,and endurance. Th~y easily satisfy their needs as to clothing and'
food. Without very great fatigue they endure hunger- and
,inclement weather and mov.e with celerity over enormous
distances, unchecked by swollen rivers, almost impenetrable
woods, lofty and craggy mountains, and deserts horrible
and stretching far without water.
How often and in vain are the troops worn out in pursuit of the Gentiles, and when these forces from the settlements have started home they are attacked unexpectedly,
by those who thus make sport of their pursuers! How
many other times have they distracted the attention to one
part and at the very instant and simultaneously have made
attacks in seven or eight other places! And in view of
~hat I have stated, can it be thought that one hundred
men may suffice to carryon the warfare which those
[Gentiles] may start, when at least a third part must defend the horses while the others enter the fight.
The Company. ...:.- The same law above cited allotted
the only company which exists in this Territory with 106
enrollments, which places at .present are all filled. The
company is stationed in Santa Fe, but in my 'opinion it is
of no use here, because when the Gentiles make their raids
on El Vado'· or on other points the troop cannot prevent it,
and if the troop starts to pursue them, by the time, it arrives at the settlement the damage has been done already
and the enemy has fled perhaps without leaving a track.
The advantages which would accrue to New Mexico
from the establishment of a presidio at Valverde . .- ,Seventy leagues from this capitol towards the west" and·
46. San Miguel del Vauo was a small plaza on the Pecos river, on the eastern
frontier of the settled region of Ne~ Mexico. The earliest commerce across the
plains. by pack-trains, entered the territory by way of Taos, but with the intro.·duction of wago'ns "El Vado" became the point of entry
the Santa. Fe Trail,
and a detacbment of thie presidiaI' company was stationed there.
47. The true direction is nearly d!le south.

0-"

/

156

.

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

oil the left bank of the Rio del Norte is found a ruined

haciEmda called Valverde which 'is on the outskirts·s of all
the settlements and at the beginning of the ,terrible desert
which separates this Territory from the pass of the north.
.The fertility of this soil, the plains which lie around it .
clothed with luxuriant pasturage, the charming fields for
cultivation which the river offers in its meadows, the fine
timber with which it abounds and various other circumstances allure enterprising men there to locate fine haci- .
endas which would speedily make their fortunes; but on
the one hand the different tribes of Apaches which oppress
those regions so privileged by Nature, and on the other
hand the N~vajoes who devastated them recently are powerful drawbacks which discourage any enterprise.
Hence it is now evident that if a presidio·' should be
established at the point indicated, a thousand settlers would
very quickly hasten to cultivate those fields and to form
sett~ements, of the greatest utility. To thil'! must· be added
the fact that the families 01 the soldiers to whom some of
the'lands might be rented would' contribute not a little in
making beautiful ,and flourishing that which is now barren
and desert.
.
Since the only highway communicating with the i ll terior of the Republic passes by thi5point, a customs-house
could be placed there for the collection of the consumptiontax which is now unobserved, for reasons which will beset
forth jn the section on "Public Finance"; and this would
be another advantage which would result from the estab. lishment of the presidio. Moreover two mails could be
added so that they would be scheduled at least every eight
days, from which would arise the further advantage of
facilitating the postal relations which are, both necessary ,
and useful for all classes of society and' are also advantageous for the revenues themselves.
48,
49.

,

,

Going from New. Mexico to Chihuahua.
The author's note no. 6 reads: "Whenever PTesid-io8 are mentioned in -this
O;eada it ·should be understood that they are armed people grouped together' for
·defenc'e,. and 'not places intended fo;· the punishment of delinquents.

BARREIRO'S OJEADA

157

In short, with the force at Valverde as an outpost,
the population would be so well. protected that within· a
few years New Mexico would imperceptibly be united along
the charming banks of the Rio Bravo with EI Paso del
Norte. What an alluring spectacle it would be to see a
population spread out over a distance of two hundred leagues! What comfort and help would commerce enjoy, makingits journeys from the pass to Taos through an uninterrupted chain of charming settlements! Farewell, J ornada
del Muerto!OO Farewell, gl.oorriy and awful deserts; would
that ye might disappear forever, and when the memory of
the traveler should recall you, it would be only to praise
what the beneficence of a government can do!
.
I said that the company of Santa Fe was useless at
this point, and So it might well be transferred to the presidio
which I adivse ·in Valverde. so as to secure in all these
ways a good system of economy.Sale of the town-wall of Santa Fe as a means of facilitating the establishment of the presidio of Valverde. The wall of this capital is a hindrance to the beauty of the
settlement because, .deteriorating more every day, it will
soon appear only in a mass of ruins. Accordingly its sale
would be very wise, for thus private parties would erect
houses which would be of use and ornament to 'Santa Fe,
and with the proceeds' the presidio of Valverde could be
constructed, in order that everything might be done in the
manner most saving to the public treasury.
General reflecti.ons 'lI.pon the military branch. - Being
absolutely necessary the establishment of the veteran companies which, by the law of March 21 already cited, were
considered necessary for the defense of this Territ·ory, .the
raising of them must have precedence over all else. For if
the lack of revenue in'this commissary be made an objection
opposing this step, the reply could well be that there are
various unnecessary companies in the State of Chihuahua
50.

"Day's Journey of .the Dead ·Man.. •.

The origin of the name is unknown.
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which, if transfered to the frontier points' of New Mexic(),
would bring incalculable advantages.
. Secondly : if the government has a sacred duty to cherish the enlightenment of this place, with far ~ore reason
must it provide for what the military branch requires, since
on it depends the good disciplIne, the happy outcome of
battles, and in short. the glory of the fatherland, her independence and liberty. Therefore, to the end of contributing
to the success of these most important objects, it is abso·
lutely essential that the government establish in this capital
an academy for cadets; for without. these indispensable
institutes there willnevel' be officers so trained and skilled
as to discharge fittingly their difficult duties. Therefore
it would be desirable that in this vall,table institution they
should be instructed in military tactics, the ordinance and
other laws also, in the distribution of a troop, how to plan
a campaign and to evacuate.a defense, how to act in a council of war. Moreover it would be very profitable for the
cadets to be instructed in arithmetic and the elements of
geometry, geography and fortification, for thus they would
all be trained soldiers who would not find themselves during the pressing exigencies of war confused in fortifying
a point, in building a fort or in mapping out a country, or
in knowing the relative po~itions which their troops ought
to'take in the ~oncerted evolutions of' an attack. The government could name for. the purpose an officer of known
erudition who should be the director of this teaching and
who, for his devotion and labor, should -be assigned the
remuneration of one. thousand pesos annually in the following manner: the cadets would be charged one pe~o a month;
the offiCers who might attend said academy on their own
application or by order of their commanders, ten reales ; and
the balance necessary to complete the amount would be
charged to the funds of the companies.
The civilian militia. - The civic militia, of so much
i~terest in a free country and which is deemed the firmest
bulwark of public liberty, is absolutely unknown in New
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Mexico, for they have. not even a conception of it. How
gratifying it would be to see the government put' forth all
her zeal in organizing this branch, here more useful and
necessary than in any other section! What a powerful
, defense would be offered by eight· or nine thousand New
Mxicans instructed in the manual of arms, prepared and
active for war!
There is not any doubt. The· establishment of civic
troops in the Territory would be more solid possibly than
in any other part of the Republic because, nearly all the
inhabitants having property in lands and herds, it is cle'ar
that such an incentive would give them that courage which
is the indispensable basis of patriotism. Therefore it would
be desirable for the government to create and regulate the
civic militia, from the permanent companies themselves
appointing chiefs of instruction which would be to them
a charge of positive merit towards their promotion:, for
with this incentive they would take pains to accredit them, selves by their efficiency and diligence in the fulfilment
of their duties.
PUBLIC FINANCE

The public finance of New Mexico is in charge of a
commissary subordinate to the general commissary of Chihuahua.
This commissariat has no arms for the performing of
its duties, since a subject who functions as inspector and
a clerk is its sum total of employees. The edifice occupied
by the commissariat is dirty, insecure and inconveni~nt.
The commissary lives in his private house and naturally
cannot car'e for the funds as scrupulously as is requisite;
whence it results that thefts can be attempted on the commissariat with sufficient frequency, and the responsibility
of its head is compromised at every step in a thousand ways.
There are' no national warehouses in which to deposit
the goods which have to be appraised for the payment of
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duties, and the outcome' of this very great lack is that on
'the arri:val of the American companies very many cargoes
are stored in private houses. Ah, and how many frauds
wiII needs be committed with these scandalous storages!
How wiII the commissary be able to depend on the integrity
of the owners of houses who hold lightly tl).eir ni'sponsibility?
..
The local conditions of New Mexico and the lack of
, guards which the commissariat,suffers favor smuggling in
an extraordinary manner. The public treasury loses considerableaI1).ounts annually since here, more than in other
parts of the Republic, this important branch is .found in
lamentable disorganization.,
An adequate number of employees to discharge the work
of the c6mmissariat;'someguards so well paid as to protect
them from the corrupting gold of the fraudulent merchant;
the establishment of the district judge - or better stated,
the provision of one in the person of a lawyer of integrity
and incorruptible; the election of subjects of probity to the
other posts mentioned; and a continuous vigilance on the
part of the general commissary of Chihuahua in watching
carefully and scrupulously the conduct ,of these employees, .
, are the only measures which now occur to me as most adequate for correcting the evils which the treasury suffers. '
Despite the disorganizati~n in which these revenues
are found, advantages' ~re apparent fortunately, as will
be seen in the revenue receipts by table no. 3, if a comparison is made between one year and another.
'
Salt beds.- New Mexico has very extensive salt beds
and this branch, which would redound in profit to the trea.;,
sury if it were 'rented out to industrious persons, is today
'absolutely dead. Also it would be possible to place an administrator over this branch and regulate it upon tlie best
footing,
The' commissariat of Guadalajara used to obtain annually 16,000 pesos from the renting of its salt beds, located
in Sayula, ZacuaIco, Zapotello, etc; and that of New MexI
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ico .by a comparative estimate might well bring in at least
two or three thousand pesos.
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

Whoever figures to himself the enormous distance of
more than eight hundred leagues at which this Territory
lies from its audiencia;51 he who knows the lack of resources
with which these unhappy peopl'e generally find themselves,
for undertaking· a ruin'<;ms journey even to the capital of
Mexico in order there to defend their rights; whoever has
a. slight conception of the ignoran~e which reigns in this
country, will not require ·other colors in ,order to paint
vividly the deplorable and doleful state in which the ad.ministration of justice finds itself. Should I attempt to
unfold anyone of the very grave faults from which thIs
most interesting branch suffers, I believe that I should
fill many sheets without having done, and so I shall simply
indicate some points in passing.
Impunity of crimes. - Never are crimes punished
because there is absolutely no one who knows how to draw·
up a verbal process, to conclude a defense, nor to fill the
office of attorney general. It· is going on two years that
I have been here and in this time I have advised the continuance of numberless cases with the greatest clearness
and minuteness, but to date J do not know the result of my
advice. I have tried to put to rights the course of other
civil proceedings, but I have obtained the same outcome. 'J'he
vicar general, Don Juan Rafael Rascon, has assured me
that in the nearly four years that he has held the vicarate
. he has been unable to arrange the matters and proceedings
of his [ecclesiastical] court. In effect, the appointment of
an attorney general is advised, and the judge raises the
objection that there is no one who would be able to· discharge such an office; so after. this fashion one indicates
51. The legal tribunal at Guadalajara to which any cases of appeal from
New Mexico were carried.
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the cours~of the -Jayv, but' all are blind for following it.
In fine, one cannot recount the obstacles whic'h ignorance
presents in New Mexico to the correct administration of
justice.
Jai~s. There are no other than certain filthy rooms
with this appellation in the capital. The' prisoners are
rewarded instead ,of punished when they a1~e incarcerated
in them, because they pass the time much diverted in merry
frolics and 'chatter; and they take their imprisonement
with the greatest ease, for at night they escape, to the baiZes
'and by day to other diversions. Ho\v reprehensible is such
laxness on the part of the judges!
'
The only measures which right now I view 'as tim~ly
are the reestabfishment ofa learned tribun'al for New Mexico, and the enactment of the other measures which the
most excellent minister. of justice, Don. Jose Ignacio Espi-'
nosa, has introduced in the august chambers.
'
SPIRITUAL ADMINISTRATION

The spiritual administration finds itself in a truly
dismal condition. Nothing is more commC?n than to see
numberless sick folk die without confession' and extreme
unction, and nothing is rarer than .to see the eucharist
administered to them. Corpses remain unburied many days,
and infants are baptized at the cost of a thousand sacrifices.' There are unfortunate ones in considerable number
who pass m'ost Sundays of the year without hearing mass.
The churches are almost destroyed, and most of them are
surely unworthy of being called temples of God.
The missions and curacies which do not have pastors
are in charge of missionaries and temporary curates and
most of these parishioners are visited only a few days in
the year. How shall not the poor ,people who suffer this
neglect feel great J;esentment at seeing that from their
crops and herds they have to pay for the maintenance of a
priest who does not live with them and .whoperhaps does
\
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not aid them with the consolations 01 religion in that last
'hour when -they most need them?
There is an absolute deficiency of ministers, for almost
all the curacies and missions of the Territory are vacant.
.The causes which have brought it about that said missiops
and curacies should have been, and should be, for so extended a time in such great abandonment are very clear;
for many ecclesiastics aspire only to hold .fat curacies from
which to make a fortupe, or to maintain a luxury which is
surely opposed to the spirit of the Gospel. On the other
hand, the curates and missionaries of this Territory have
'to subsist on a scanty competence; they find themselves
separated from cultured intercourse with other people,
isolated in these corners of the Repul:)lic where only dis.agreeable objects and oftentimes dangers are near them;
they are deprived of the pleasures with which civilized
places allure them; they come to live on some miserable.
ranch and to endure privations which weigh not a little
on the spirits of men who are used to a diff~rent order of
things. And if to those considerations are added the gloomy
idea that they have to pass the best of theIr life in solitude
and privation, seeing themselves in the last days of their
career \)'ithout any succor from their poor parishes which
from the weariness of years they will now be unable to
serve, and therefore reduced to subsist at the expense of
'charity or off the miserable revenue of some chaplaincy on these terms, I say, what ecclesiastics will be willing to
seek such unhappy lots, unless they be animated by a spirit
truly apostolic? It is true that in them they could acquire
merits which are very laudable and befitting the obligations
of their ministry and of Christian charity, but certain it is
that all flee from them.
In order partly to remedy this evil, it would be very
fitting that ecclesiastics, when they have- served ten years
in the cure of souls in these towns with the approbation of
the supreme government, should be given preferment for
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obtaining prebends in the cathedrals of the Republic, for
only in this manner would it be possible to induce ecclesiastics of virtue and dignity to come and give their labors
. on behalf of these unhappy people.
With a saving of revenue and advantages worth considering the missions of this Territory might l;>e secularized,
being made into competent curacies which would be sufficient to maintain their rectors. ,in, decorum and ,decency.
It' is more than seventy years since a bishop has stepped
in New Mexico, and it might be figured that scarcely
any age could have an episcopal visit in a country so re.mote as this, distant more than four hundred leagues from
its Metropolis:"
The radical way in which' to' make the spiritual administration is to erect a sacred mitre and a collegiate
seminary" as was decreed by the Cortes of Spain on January 26, 1818.53 With the tithes of New Mexico, now bid
off annually at tel1 or twelve thousand pesos which is scarcely a third of what they produce, there will be sufficient
to meet the expenses of the bishop and college. Now the
tithes serve only to enrich three or four private parties
without profit either to the spiritual welfare of New Mexico or to the temporal good of the Republic. .
I will conchide [my ·notes] upon the ecclesiastical
branch, and in summary will say that Christian piety is
indignant at seeing the abuses whi.ch are committed in
New Mexico in the nurture and cure of' souls, and charity
requires a veil to be thrown over m'any things the relation
of which would occasion' scandal .
. As sole remedy
for so many ills, the Territory clamors for the shepherd
of her church. The harvest is plentiful but laborers are
,lacking. _Let us pray the Lord that reapers may enter,
upon it:'
'
52. Durango was the episcopal Bee for New Mexico.
53. Possihly a typographical error for 1813.
54. Vide Matthew 9 :37-38. Apparently the wording is based on the Vulg.ate
ver.sion.
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CONCLUSION

I have beeJ;l able to f~el only ex:traordinary delight
in,dis,cussing. the natural products and riches which New
Mexico holds, so that wjth all, the gr~ater s.orrow have ~st
a gl,ance over her political condition and the other branches
. of her disorganized administration. Only the attention
'directed by the govern~ent to this cou~try, :Worthy of. a
better lot, can remove the obstacles which thwart her happiness. Only an extraordinary effort on her own part will
enable her to develop those precious resources' which lie
wrapped in her bosom and which some day will raise her to
the pinnacle, of her good fortune.
Since ignorance is the chief occasion' of the moral and
political ills of the Territory, the propagation of culture
must be the primary object for the government's, beneficene to bring against them as the only antidote,
Unfortunately I see as far distant that happy dawning w:tlen the ,era of enlightenment will begin ,to appear in'
New Mexico, for if she continues iIi that neglect in which
she now finds herself, only time, and time alone, will be
able very slowly to better her evil estate.
, Padre Martinez (son of this soil) made an exposition,
so I am informed, in which he said that. New Mexico had
,men [fitted] for all her offices. This was submitted to
the deputation, and I know not but that even in the supreme
government it was accorded the' applause of' various persons, and in short it made a great noise. But it must be
confessed that it was absurd. This does not mean that
,there are not very estimable men in the country ---:, certainiy not. I am deeply beholden to all the Territory for
the kindnesses, which have been shown me constantly.
Wherever I may be; I shall always admire the good heartedness and fine disposition which the New Mexicans ingeneral possess. I will sacrifice myself should it be necessary
for the happiness of this country which is the fatherland
12
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where my beloved son first saw' the light. But I do deny
that there ani men suited to all positions. Let the New
MexIcans be convinced that persons are lacking' who are
fitted to instruct them; that they are not yet even at the
beginning of the brilliant career of the sciences, and' let
them' make a last effort to better their lot which· is sufficiently deplorable although by many it is. not so recognized.
END OF THE GLANCE OVER NEW MEXICO
TABLE NO.1

,STATEMENT of th~ places in the Territory which
.·in conformity 'lv.itk the law have an aYU1ttamiento, and
those which have Qnly an alcalde and fiscal.
Places with an
Ayuntamiento

Santa Fe

CaJiada
,Taos

Those having
Judge & Attorney

These jurisdictions '
recognize Santa Fe
as capital.

These together with
Taos recognize Cafiada
as capital
Alburquerque is head
of the following.

Sa.n Miguel
de Vado
Cochiti
Jemez'
Sandia
San Juan
Abiquiu
Alburquerque
Isleta
Tome
Belen
Sabinal
S.oc01'ro
Laguna
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No.2

Statmentshowing the places in the Territory which
, have primary Schools, and the Compensation of their
'respective Teachers.
'
Places with schools

Stipends of the tectchers'
pesos.

Santa Fe'
San Miguel del Vado
Canada
Taos
Alburquerque
Belen

0500
0250
0300
0250
0300
0250

total money invested in teachers 1850
TABLE

No.3

STATEMENT SHOWING THE AMOUNTS RECEIVED
BY THE SUB-COMMISSARY OF THIS TERRITORY
through, the bmnch of customs-duties, from July 1, 1829 to
May, 183.2.

Years

Cash receipts

From l July, 829, to
end of June, 830
25,834.0.0.
July, 830, to June, 831 35,706.7.4.
July, 831, to May, 832 25,227.0.0.

Debits

0,000.0.0.
16,209.4.6.
39,607.4.3.

Contraband
deposits

02,958.0.0
00,000.0.0
00,000.0.0
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APPENDIX

A RAPID SKETCH OF THE PRINCIPLE GENTILE NATIONS
WHICH

SURROUND NEW MEXICO

.The diverse and almost numberless tribes which encircle the inhabited part of New Mexico made themselves
known when they were first discovered under the. mimes
of Piros, Queres, Thiguas, Zufiis, Xemes, Pecuris, Pecos,
Taos, Theguas, Thanos, &c., some of them giving their
names to various pueblos of this country.1I5 Later Qthers
were gradually discovered, among which the following in
par~icular demand our attention.

I

AN IDEA OF THE APACHE

The Apache nation is the most malignant and cruel of
them all. Always naked, always slaying by treachery and
thieving, they torture their prisoners, cruelly scalping them
alive, and usually carving their bodies into little bits; ,The
Apache slays whatever birds offer themselves as a mark,
he uses the flesh of but few and utilizes the feathers for
his adornment and for tipping his arrows. He eats no
fish although they abound in his rivers, but he slays them
likewise, keeping t}:1e bones for various uses.
Religious belief. - The Apache recognizes the existence of a Supreme Being and Creator under the name
Yaxtaxitaxitan-ne or Captain of Reaven; but he lacks the
conception that he may be a~ awarder and avenger. He
does not give him outward worship, and he understands
that God formed all creatures for his diversion and entertainment.
He knows that animate things are. annihilated after a
period, and he believes the same of his own existence,
66.

All of these names· related to Pueblo or "Christian" Indians.
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whence it results that, easily forgetting the past and without anxiety for the future, the present is all that affects,
moves, and interests him. He desires to be in accord with
the malignant spirit, on whom he judges that prosperity
and adversity depend, this belief giving him food for n'umberless crazy notions.
Steeped in these and similar ideas, the Apaches are
accustomed to attribute to some taciturn, austere Indian
the power of divination, and the deceiver of whom such
a conception is formed fosters it for the benefit which
accrues to him, by giving ambiguous evasive answers to
the questions asked him. By reason of this practice the
others come to believe, and he even pesuades himself, that
he is the oracle of his people. An adjunct of this office
is that of medicine, to the application of certain herbs being
added certain ridiculous ceremonies and pathetic chants.
The extreme fear which they have of sickness and
death~ The Apache~ are always on the watch to see if
a contagious epidemic or diseases approach, for if they learn
that any such is near their ranches, they flee to the remotest desert and cut off all intercourse with the infected
country. When the pest is ended, they again occupy the
places which they held before, and if they enter some settlement they insert in their nostrils and ears certain herbs
which they use as preservatives.
When they fear that death will assail them, they place
lances in their tents so that the death may be caught on
them if it should come. In short, they spare no diligence
to safeguard their lives.
Arms us.~d, and mode of 1varfare. - The offensive
equipment of the Apaches consists of firearms, lances, bows
and arrows which they carry in a quiver of leopard-skin
or of some other animal; and their defense consists of a
leather jacket and shield. The sizes are different accord·
ing to the preference of· the user.
The Apache is vain of nothing. but of being valiant,
his enthusiasm in this respect attaining to the point that .
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the man of whom some exploit is not known is despised.
When one has performed an exploit marked for valor, to
his own name is added that of Jasquie which means brave,
being prefixed to that by which he is known, as Jasquie.:.
Tajustlan, J asquie-Dega, &c.This idea and custom prevails among the Gilefios and the Mimbrefios, who are certainly among the most intrepid..
When an offensive expedition has been deCided upon
and the Indian chosen to command it, they leave their fami.
lies within some sierra with a sh1all escort. and sally forth
from camp generally on foot, divided into small bands the.
better to conceal their tracks,' trying for the same reason
to make their march over hard and rocky land.
In order successfully to accomplish their object, they
.station an ambuscade beforehand in· the locality which is
most favorable to them. Then they dispatch various swift
Indians that they may try, through some theft of packanimals or of a herd, to decoy into ambush any people who
may sally out in pursuit of them, upon whom they charge
unexpectedly doing sanguinary havoc.
If one of the bands effects a considerable theft, instead of going to the place where they were to rejoin the
others, they are usually satisfied with their lot and so retire without finishing the expedition. But other times,
not wishing to fail the other Indians at the rendezvous,
they reserve the best animals for their own use, slay the
rest and set out to rejoin their companions who are engaged in their respective thievings in other directions.
One cannot describe the speed with which they flee to
their own country after executing an important robbery.
Terrifying are the mountains which they ascend, the waterless deserts which they traverse in order to wear out their
pursuers, and the stratagems which they use to .avoid the
blows of those whom they have wronged.
They always leave two or three Indians on their swiftest horses a long distance behind upon their trail, so that
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they may warn them of whatever they may notice in the
rearguard.
Whenever superior forces go out against them, they
kill everything they are carrying off and escape on the
best animals, which also they kill in the end in case they
are being overtaken, saving their lives among the crags
and thickets of the mountains.
If it appears through the reports of their rearguard
that inferior forces are pursuing them, they await them in
some, defile and commit a second destruction, repeating
this, artifice as often as they are favored by good luck and
the lack of skill of their enemies. When they know that
their pursuers are as sagacious and intelligent as themselves, they divide the plunder in small portions and take
their course in different directions so as to evade every
blow.
When the expedition is finished and the booty has been
allotted among the participants, in which apportionment
not infrequently dissensions are accustomed to araise which
are decided by the law of the strongest, each band withdraws to its own country and each rancher to his particular
sierra or favorite ,land to live with perfect freedom and
without suffering molestation from anyone.
With less preparation and greater profit many outrages are often committed by four or six Indians who decide among themselves to make a quick campaign, the dam- '
age which they commit being the more difficult to prevent
as it is easier for them to hide their tracks and to invade,
without being discovered, even the most distant regions, to
which end they always travel through the thickets and
rocky places of the sierras, whence they break out on the
settlements, commit the offence with the greatest speed and
'withdraw precipitately into the same rugged places, and
through them go their way, it being almost impossible to
locate them although they may be sought for with the greatest diligence.
The time when the valor and temerity of these bar-

172

NEW MEXIC'O HISTORICAL REVIEW

barians is most evident is when they happen to be attacked
by their" enemies. They. never lack calmness even when
taken by surprise and when they may not have a chance
for defence; they fight till breath fails them and usually
prefer death to surrender.
They go with the same intrepidity when they attack,
but with the difference that, unless they immediately attain
the advantage intended and if they see that luck is against
them, they do not disdain to flee and to give up their pro.ject.
However numerous' a camp of them may be and however encumbered it may appear, it makes such vigorous
marches afoot ·or ahorsethat it· frees itself of pursuers in
a few hours. Incredible is the speed with which they break
camp wilen they perceive superior forces coming against
them; for on the instant their pack-animals are seen 19aded
with effects and children, the mothers with their nursing
children hung from the head, by means ofa wicker bas.ket
in which they place them with greatsedurity andeomfort,
the men armed and mounted on their best horses, and every*
thing in readiness to make for the place which they consider secure, accomplishing the migration through the most
impossible rough ·placesas if they were wild animals.
The warfare 'between the Apache Indians and the
Comnaches and others under the general name "tribes of
the North 1' is as ancient ·as are these nations, and their
hatred emanates among other causes from the .fact that
these, as the Comanches, want to monopolize the buffalo
herds.
The propensity of the Apache for theft and violence
is not restricted only to those whom he recognizes as avowed
enemies, but it extends to not sparing each other.
Signals given for getting together and their field craft..

.;.;;....- Notwithstanding thecontinubusmoving in which the
barbarians live and the great deserts in their"country, one
camp easily meets another when they desire to have intercourse, although it may have been some time since they.
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have seen each. other or have had any news of their affairs.
Aside from the small knowledge more or less of the lands
in which they have to dwell, smoke [signals] are the sure
telegraphs by which they seek each other. For strangers
it is a science to understand them, but it is so' well acquired
by all of them that they never mistake the meaning of such
messages.
A smoke made on a high place which is then roused
into flame is a signal to prepare to resist the enemy who
are near' and who have' already been seen or located. As
many camps as see the message reply with another [smoke]
given in the same way. \
'
A diminutive smoke at the foot ,of a sierra indicates
that they are seeking people of their own kind.; another at
mid-slope denotes that they are there and that the former
may come at pleasure.
Two or three small smokes on a plain or in a canon
made in succession in a single direction manifest a desire
to talk with one's enemies, to which the reply is made in
like man'ner; and after this fashion they have variousotheli
. signs' commonly accepted by all the, Apache tribes.
So as to avoid delay in making the smoke signals, most
of the men and women carry the necessary means for producing fire. They prefer the stone, steel and tinder, but
if they do not have these handy they supply their lack with
two sticks provided, well dried, one of zotoleand the other:
. Of lec.huguilla, which, when rubbed in the manner of a
hand-mill with the point of one against the surface of the
other, bring fire in a moment, the acerrin [tinder] being
ignited at the point of friction."·
The knowledge which they possess Of the tracks which
they observe must not be passed over in silence, for they
can ·tell not only how long it is since the imprint was made
. but also' they distinguish whether it was made by night
56. The .kinds of wood, or sticks, named by Barreiro' have not been identified
another case of terms which he seems to have brought with him from the
southern republic.
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or by day, whether the beast is carrying a horseman or is
free, whether he is being driven or is vagrant, and other
points in which only continued practice and assiduous observation can instruct one. \
If they wound a deer or other animal, they never lose.
its trail until they find it dead or disabled, although they
may follow it for two or three days.
Classification of the Apaches. - The Apaches are
grouped under a number ,of divisions, such as Tontos or
Coyoteros, .Chiiicahues, Gilenos, Mimbrerenos, Faraones,
Mescaleros, Llaneros, Lipanes, Xicarillas,and others who
occupy immense and exceedingly fertile regions.
AN IDEA OF THE COMANCHE

The Comanche is distinguished by his- athletic and
striking appearance, his open and martial bearing and his
decent attire.
Their clothing. - It is all of tanned skins, the thin
ones for shirts and heavy ones for clothing of the men.
The Comanche wears along shirt of white or tan color
which descends about to the knee. _ He wears very short
trousers, and shoes with which he always provides his feet.
The adornment most highly prized for their heads is,plumes
of various colors by which they are distinguished as to
class and rank.
The women wear longer tunics with sleeves to the wrist
and closed up to the neck. Their shoes come up similar to
boots. with the. tops concealed by the tunic, so that the Comanche woman displays only the face and hands, covering
her skin when on the road with red ochre to protect it from
wind and sun. The shirts and tunics usually _are embroidered -with various figures of roses, pinks and animals,
the beautiful colors of which are worked with porcupine .
quills.
The Comanche women go with hair- flowing ~and are
ruddy and beautiful. The hair of the men, falls in braids

BARREIRO'S OJEADA

175

with great elegance about to the thigh and usually is heavy;
but generally their long hair is false, being made from
other hair and even from the manes of animals.
Their religion. - They believe in a God whom they
call NiatlJO (my father) but they do not accord him any
fixed worship. They have their diviners to whom they
give the name Pujacantes, which is the same as if they
called them wizards.
Their gove1'nment. - The Comanches, bound together
by the imperious law of necessity, are divided, into captaincies, and these are subject to a chief who governs them;
this chief and the captains being those of their number who
are' bravest- and most gifted.
Men of importance are accustomed to have as many as
seven women. Adultery in a married woman is punished
by death, and the same is true of public prostitution. Their
weddings are celebrated by an exchange of presents. The
groom presents the bride's father with horses or definite
accounts of warlike deeds, and [in turn] receives them,
the day being celebrated with public dances by the neighbors and assembled relatives.
Their occupations. - The Comanche engages exclusively in hunting the 'buffalo, deer, etc., curing and hanging the meat in a way very original, for their maintenance,
especially in winter when the snows compel them to quiet
and rest. They, tan skins most exquisitely, since they possess
the secret of the h.erbs which are the most active for tanninig in the hair, without it and in many ways. They live
in great community tents beautifully made from chamois
leather and so skillfully arranged that they resist every
kind of inclement weather.
Their lamentations for the dead. - Those of quality
who die go to the grave wrapped in the best skins. All
their weapons are placed over them and also the instrumentsof their office with an inscription, etc. The defunct
is accompanied by all his relatives with a great and mourn-
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iul lamentation. His widows, seeing the corpse of their
husband borne away" wound themselves and gash the face
with knives' .and flints so that they are permanently disfigured. They put to death all the horses which the deceased had ridden and 'some are given to those who came
to augment the lamentation of the kindred. The children
of the deceased refrain for some days from joining in feasts
and sports, and Tibithnasuncat (I loved him much) is their
~alutation in meeting their friends.
Their campaigns. - No other Gentile nation dares to
measure its strength ·with the Comanche, for even allied
[nations] have been worste~ repeatedly. He accepts no
quarter but "gives it to the .conquered; he prefers death
,rather than to be .subjected to any humiliatingact~. Never
does he attack in war at an ,advantage and with treachery,
·but always face to face and after having given the signal
with his whistles.
For weapons the Comanche uses the' arrow (patca) ,
lance ahd firearms. .He always fight on' good and swift
. horses, as a rule seeking level places; differently from the
Apache who delights in rocky -and: mountainous country.
He seeks to divest and free himself of every garment, at the
same time painting the face in a frightful manner. The
.Comanche in war-garb and skirmishing on horseback presents the most stirring appearance .imaginable: the tufts
of feathers with which they adorn their heads, their braids
.·flying in all directions, the shieI<ls finely decorated which
. they handle with skill and dexterity, and all their movements -are truly surprising.
CONCERNING THE NAVAJO

The Navajo nation is similar to the preceding but has
more civilization,and culture and has taken up 'tillage and
manufactures. They are not used to plowing the soil but
cultivate it with large hoes made of oak or of iron. which
they have intelligence to acquire in barter for their cloths.
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. Their cloths are most beautiful both for their weave
and .for the shades of their colors. A Navajo sarape is more
highly esteemed than one of Saltillo, since the former is
completely waterproof.
The Navajoes·breed m1,1ch small stock and are not with- /
out
large
stock. This nation is about twenty-five
leagues
.
!
distant from the frontier of New Mexico, between the
pueblos of Moqui, Zuiii and the capital. Th~y enjoy most
fertile lands, a delicious climate and very rich minerals.
The language of these Gentiles is very easy of pronunciation: tinde is the man ; chihuata, the woman; nortin,
.thefather; thastia, the mother; nasquene, the son; quene
the daughter; "come here," jajaico; "where goest thou?"
jadilla; cold, cuscacet; "what do you sell me?" ya deyuene?,
&c.
CONCERNING THE YUTA·

This nation inhabits a very extended country and is
very prone to theft, exceedingly avaricious and insincere.
The lands which they occupy are delightful, having abundant rivers, very extensive lakes, and much rich peltry.
The other nations which encircle New Mexico, such·.as
the Jumanos, Caycuas [Kiowas], Sosones . [Shoshones],
Blackfeet and other swarms of them, although they merit
attention, would take too much space to be discussed.
GENERAL REFLECTIONS UPON THESE NATIONS

The policy of the United States with regard to the
Gentiles is exceedingly foreboding for us since, they buying their lands from them and our climate being milder
than that of the northern interior, they are gradually advancing towards us, the result being that every day nations
hitherto unknown are making their appearance.
The supreme government must not forget that the barbarous tribes which surrounded New Mexico willbe the pow-
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erful weapon of which the cabinet at Washington may
avail itself for waging, by intermediary hand, the most
cruel and sanguinary war upon the Republic, because this
. jsolated country may well be included in those ulterior d~
signs which are attributed to the United States with respect
to the occupation which they wish to effect in these regions.
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'LETTERS OF WILLIAM CARR LANE, 1852-1854
EDITED BY RALPH
,

P.' BIEBER

.

On May 5, '1852, James S. Calhoun, the first territorial
g:overnor of New Mexico, left Santa Fe for his home In
Columbus, Georgia. Sick since the preceding January with,
a severe attack of scurvy, he had decided, on the advice
of. his physicians, to make a journey across the plains in
an attempt to regain his health.' Accompanied by his son-in:.
law, his private secretary, and a few personal friends, he
traveled with a party of Santa Fe traders as Jar as Fort
Union, where he suffered a relapse and was. forced to rest
for several weeks. On May 26, when he had partlyrecovered his strength, he' resumed his journey, and was attended by an escort 'of twenty soldiers who were given instructions to do all they could "for his comfort and convenience." As the party traveled eastward over the Santa
Fe Trail, the Governor appeared to be improving in health.
But in th~ latter part of June, when the overland journey
was almost completed, he suddenly grew worse and died before reaching the settlements. His body was placed in a
coffin which he had carried with ~im from New Mexico,
and on July 2 it was brought into Kansas (now Kansas
City), 'Missouri, where it was interred with Masonic
honors. With the death of James S. Calhoun, there passed
an honest, efficient, and popular governor of New Mexico,
who, though occasionally maligned by' his enemies, had accomplished much for the welfare of this frontier territory.'
1. James S, Calhoun, The Official Correspondence of . . .
(Annie H.
Abel, ed.• Washingmn, 1915), 473, 489, 513, 534, 538, 540; "The Journal of John
Greiner" (Annie H. Abel. ed.) in Old Santa Fe, III, 204, 205, 208, 219, 232; "Private Letters of a Government Official in the Southwest" (Tod B. Galloway, ed.),
in The Journal of American History, III, 549: The Provisional Government of
Nebraslca Territm'y and the Journals of Willimn Wa/lcer (William E. Connelley,
ed.), ,in Nebraska State Historical Society, Proceedings and Collections, Second
Series, III, 353; Samuel Ellison, History of New Mexico (mB. in the Bancroft
Library), 13; Da.ily Missouri Republican (St. Louis), June 26, July 7, 1852.
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When the news of Governor Calhoun's death reached
Washington, President Fillmore filled the vacancy thus
created by the appointment of WillianiCarr Lane, of St.
Louis. This appointment, accord!ng to John,F. Darby, was
made "through the assistance of John F. Darby, then Whig
repres'e~tative in Congress from the St; Louis district; of
.EdwardBates, and some other warm friends in St. Lo~is.'"
Born in Fayette' County, Pennsylvania, December' 1,
1789, William Carr Lane received his early education in
the public schools of that community. He continued his
education at Jefferson College and at Dickinson College in
his native state, and then, studied medicine at Louisville,
Kentu~ky,and at the' University of Pennsylvania. While
completing his course, at the latter institution in 1816, he
was appointed post,:-surgeon in the regular army. He held
this position for three years, serving at different' forts on
the Upper Mississippi and at Fort, Hartison, Indiana. It
was while he was stationed at these military· posts on the
frontier that he developed a p~ssion for traveling and 'outdoor life that he never surviyed. "He visited all these
rmilitaryposts] from ti~e to time, using either canoes or
horses. As the country was wild and uninhabited, he was
compelled to camp out more than half the time, and forced
to meet hardships, exposure, and privations of no ordinary
character."" On February 26; 1818, he married Mary Ewing,
of Vincemles, Indiana. At the suggestion of his wife he
resigned from the army in 1819, and moved to St. Louis,
which was to be his home for the rest of his life. Though
devoting himself to the practice of medicine, he also became
interested in' politics" and in 1823 was elected the first
mayor of St. Louis, which had been incorporate,d as a city
in the previous year. So capably did he discharge his duties
that. he was reelected for five consecutive years, and after
an in~erval of nine years lie was again reelected for two.
consecutive years. Shortly after he had completed his first
2.
3.

Job;' F. Darby, Personal Recollections (St. Louis, 1880), 345.
Ibid., 339-340.
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six years of service as mayor of St. Louis, he was elected
to the state legislature, where he served with credit for a
number of years. In 1841 he was appointed to the chair
of obstetrics. at Kemper College; but after holding this
position for three years, he resigned to continue his private
practice of medicine. Physically, he was tall and well-proportioned. He also possessed a charming personality. These
qualitites, combined with his experience in public life, mad~
him, despite his advanced age, an admirable appointee as
governor of New Mexico.' .
.
.
Governor Lane left St. Louis for. Santa Fe on July
31, 1852. He took passage on the Missouri River steamer
St. Ange, and arrived at Independence, Missouri, the following August 4. The next day he departed for New Mexico as a passenger on the Santa Fe Mail and Stage. Drawn
by six sturdy mules, the stage proceeded westward over
the Santa Fe Trail, and in ten days reached Fort Atkinson,
near the point where the trail crossed the Arkansas River.
At Fort Atkinson Governor Lane left the stage and traveled
the rest of the way in company with an escort of soldiers.
Except for a brief illness of the Governor at Fort Union~.
New Mexico, nothing worthy of note occurred until the
. morning of September 9, when the party reached Rock
Corral, about nine miles from Santa Fe.. Here John Greiner,
secretary of the territory of New Mexico, and a number
o.f the citizens of Santa Fe, had assembled to escort the
. Governor to the capital. "Mter an introduction to each,"
recorded Lane in his diary, "we moved on to the city and
on the way met many citizens in carriages and mounted who
joined the escort with great spirit and in this way I entered
the city and drove to the 'Pa~ace' on .the 'plaza,' amidst
4. Ibid., 335-350; Ellison, History of New Mexico (cited ante, note 1), 13;
J. Thomas Scharf, History of Saint Louis City and. County. (Philadelphia, 1883),
T, 654-655; Richard Edwards and M. Hopewell, Edwards's Great West (St. Louis,
1860), 571-572; Frederic L. Billon, Annals of St. Louis in its Territorial Days.
From 1801; to 181!1 (St. Louis. 1888), 164; Encyclopedia of the History of St. Louis
(Willi•."! Hyde and Howard Conard. eds.• New York. 1899), III. 1227-1228.
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a thundering salute from Col. Brooks' company of artillery.... On the plaza he was received by Colonel Edwin V.
of citizens." After partaking of a collation in his honor,
he spent the rest of the day receiv~ng visitors and resting."
.The time of his inauguration was set·for noon of Monday, September 13. This was a gala day in Santa Fe. As
the hour of twelve approached, the crowds became so great
that it was found necessary to hold the ceremonies in front
of the Palace of the Governors, instead of in one of its
rooms, as had been planned. Promptly at noon the inaugural ceremony was opened with a prayer by the Rev.
Louis Smith, the Baptist missionary. Governor Lane then
arose and read his address.' "Gentlemen," he said, "I have
come amongst you with two objects in view, namely, to
employ my time honorably to myself, and usefully to the
people of this Territory. I have no otherobjeet whatever
in view, and if I fail in these, I fail entirely. I have not
come to improve.my own private fortune, nor that of any
other person, nor to advance the political views of any
individual or party. I am unpledged, and perfectly free to
do,whatever I may judge to be for the best, without being
biassed by party, by national, or by religious prepossessions.
"All must admit that Governments can do much for
the good or evil of society - but it must likewise be admitted, that in popular governments, the people can do
more for themselves than the government can do for them; .
and moreover that the officers of government can do little
or nothIng, without the co-operation of the people. The
Sumner, military commander, and by a "large concourse
government can open the way for the people to enter freely
upon the career of business and competition; but the government cannot coerce the people to engage in business. Wholesome laws may be passed, to secure the rights of person
5. Ralph E. Twitchell, "Historical Sketch of Governor William Carr Lane."
in Historical Society of New Mexico. Publications. No. 20, p. 52.
6. Ibid .. 23, 37-38, 44-48, 52; Daily Missouri Republican, Oct. 28. 1852.
7.
Twitchell, "Historical Sketch of Governor William Carr Lane," loco cit.,
. 52; Daily Missouri Republican, Oct. 28, 1852.
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and property; but the most salutary laws will remain a
dead letter upon the statute-book, unless the people sustain
the officers of the law in the discharge of their several
duties. You, yourselves, therefore, have a large portion
of the weal or woe of this community in your own hands,
and upon you,. as well as upon those who happen to be
clothed with office for the time being, rests a heavy responsibility; which you cannot escape, no more than the officeholders themselves.
"As far, gentlemen, as my official influence will extend, and as far as .my personal influence will reach, they
will be exerted to diffuse knowledge and promote virtue;
to secure the rights of person and property, to develop the
various resources of the country, and last, though not least,
to bring the distant parts of the territory nearer to each
other, and into closer proximity to the States, east and
west of us, by improved roads, and increased facilities for
travel.
"This country has passed through a terrible ordeal,
extending through many long years of revolution and war and as a necessary consequence has suffered deeply from
these causes, in all other social and business relations.
But the days of revolution have happily passed away,and
the task before us, public and private, now is, to build up
that which has been torn down by revolutions, to harmonize
conflicting laws, and to reconcile conventionalities in social
life, so as to produce unity of action and good will throughout the land. These desirable objects can be attained by
time, by perseverance, and by mutual forbearance; for all
thinking men must be convinced that one common interest
pervades the whole Territory, and that a. common destiny,
for good or for evil, awaits all its inhabitants alike.
"As to your Indian troubles, the wise and vigorous
measures which have been lately adopted by those who have
managed the affairs of the Territory, and especiall~ the
measures for defence which have been adopted by Col.
Sumner, have produced a happy state of quiet upon every
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part of your extended frontier - so that the, farmer, th'e
herdsman and the miner are now at liberty to pursue their
respective avocations with little danger of interruption. It
is indispensable that this state of things should be permanent, so that industry and enterprise may hereafter reap a
certain and a<,1equate reward.
"New Mexico is, now a burden to the United States.
She needs all the troops that are now here for her defence
against the roving Indians of the plains, and she will continue to need this kind of defence for some time to come.
But this state of dependence will gradually cease, and will
be finally superceded by an opposite state of things. These
picturesque valleys - some seven thousand feet above the
level of the sea - and these majestic mountains, some -of
them of nearly twice the altitude of the valleys -, in after
times will teem with a healthy, sturdy, brave, intelligent
and virtuous popu~ation; and,at no distant day, the country
will not only be able to defeild its own soil against the
invader, but will be able to furnish soldiers to defend the
rights of, the luxurious and' effeminate inhabitants of the
lowlands of the older States.
"Gentlemen, the cordial reception which you have been
pleased to give me, upon my arrival in the Territory, has
been highly flattering, for which I tender you my thanks.
I am grateful to you, as an individual, for these mimifestations, because they give promise that our social intercourse
will be of the most friendly kimJ.. And I am still more
obliged to you, as a public officer, because they are proofs
of your loyality to the United States."·
At the conclusion of this address, a Spanish translation of it was delivered by Manuel ·Alvarez. Thereupon,
Governor Lane's commission of appointment was read, and
the oath of office ,administered to him by Chief Justice
Grafton Baker, of the Supreme Court of New Mexico. The
gathering then repaired to the St. Francis Cathedral, where
8.

Daily Mia.ouri Republican, Oct. 28, 1852.
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a Te Deum was .cllanted.

A salute from Colonel BrookS'
That night
Governor Lane dined with Colonel Brooks.. After dinner,
according to an entry in Lane's diary, the Governor accompanied his host and Major Carleton on a visit to "Mr.
Ortiz and his clever little wife .
. She played on the
Spanish guitar and sang for us; we took our leave at nine.'"
Many of William Carr Lane's experiences as governor
of New Mexico are recorded in the letters here published.' •
These letters were written to members of his immediate
family, and were never intended for publication. IIi addition to presenting an intimate picture of his position as
governor, they furnish interesting and reliable information
on the social, economic, and political conditions in New Mexico in the early fifties.
~ompany of artillery closed the ceremony.

LANE TO WILLIAM GLASGOW"

Santa Fe, Sep. 26, 52
My dear Sir,
My Journey across the plains, was by no means distressing, until I became sick. The weather was not very
hot, during any part of it; & when we had ascended, high
upon the plains, it was very windy during the day & cold
at night. We had little rain and encountered no danger,although every body was armed to the teeth, & constantly
on the look out for danger~
Even here, at this tiine, perhaps 9 out of every 10
americans, in this city, as it is called, - go around constantly
armed: and I do pot kno~ any body, that .does not sleep
9.
Ibid.,. Twitchell, "Historical Sketch of Governor William Carr Lane,"
loco cit., 52-53.
10. The letters are· the property of Professor William Glasgow Bruce Carson, of Washington University, St. -Louis, the great-grandson of William Carr
Lane.
Professor Carson not only gave the editor permission to publish these
letters, but also kindly furnished him with important biographical data.
11. William Glasgow, Jr., of St. Louis, was the son-in-law of Goyernor Lane.
He was born at Chri·stiana, Delaware, J'!ly 4, 1813. In 1836, after a brief business
experience in Wilmington, Delaware, he removed to St. Louis, and four years
later married Sarah L. Lane.
He was a prominent wine merchant.
Edwards
and Hopewell, op. cit.• 237.
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with pistols, under, or near theil~ pillows.;2, I conform to
this custom, but under a conviction, that there is no kind
of necessity, for any such precaution.
,At a season of more liesure,I will look over my meager
di ary '3 & give you some items of information, - about the
extraordinary plain, over which I have travelled, & the
extraordinary country, in which I can located, - that may
interest you; but at this time I have no leisure.
.. ,
As for the palace' here, of which you speak, it is
nothing else but, a mud:"house white washed, inside & outside, one story high, with a piaza in front & a flat roof, of
earth, - with apartments oddly arranged, - rudely furnished
& badly ventilated.
'
Fortunately the air is so very pure, that all this bftd
management, cannot ,produce sickness, - to any material
extent. The [
]'" of which you speak, consists in an incessant round of business occupations,
from 8 in the morning, until 10 or 11 at night; but I expect soon to have a private secretary, who will relieve me
of half this burden. ,And then the "Dignitat"'· consists in
one eternal round of appeals, written & verbal, from Mexicans & Indians, & sometimes from Americans, for reparations, of every description of wrongs, - in which you
,hear, or read - "Governor,'~ or "Gobernador," every 5
minutes, - besides getting at least 50 embraces, from Indians & sometimes from Mexicans, daily. I'll tell you 'all
about it, by & by. These people embrace, with much grace
& dignity'; but the custom does not suit the taste of one of
us. .
12. Many Americans took such precautions because they feared an attack
by the native New Mexicans. "There is n great- and deep gulf between the Ameri..
'cans and Mexicans yet," wrote John Greiner from Santa Fe, October 1. 1851,
"and the love t.hey bear each other has by no means waxed warm. "There is
hardly an American here that stirs abroad without being armed to the teeth, and
under his pillow, pistols and bowie-knives may always be found. None go to bed
without this precaution." "Private Letters of a Government Official in ~he South..
west," loc cit" 546.
13. Governor Lane's diary_ of his journey from St. Louis to Santa Fe in 1852
is published in Twitchell, "Hi;torical Sketch of Governor William Carr Lane,"
Zo, cit., 23-62.
14. The Palace' of the Governors.
15. This word is illegible in the manuscript.
16. Dignidad, or honor. William Glasgow's letter probably inquired about the
dignity or honor connected with Lane's position. as governor.
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LANE TO SARAH GLASGOW"

Santa Fe, Sep. 26, 52
My dear Sarah,
The mail's came in yesterday, before the regular time,
& made many an anxious heart glad.
Yoli ask how my time passed on my Journey. If I
had been favoured with good company, even in the stage,
it would have been interesting; as it was, it was very tolerable, - so many new & interesting objects, - in spite of level
monotonous plains, without timber, except a sprinkling on
the widely separated & diminutive water-courses. It is
worth a Journey of 3 or 400 miles to see a herd of probably 100,000 Buffalo; & dare say I saw that number,
& probably double that number, - in continuous Herds, before we crossed the Arkansas, - near Fort Atkinson'· (Ft.
Mann):o After we crossed the Arkansas, I diu not see a
single Buffalo; and as their roads & wallows, west of the
Arkansas, are all growing up with grass, - I infer that few
of them range there. Indeed I am entirely convinced, that.
the number of Buffalo, on these vast plains, is diminishing
rapidly.
After I left the stage, I had agreeable company, - tent,
& more comforts, & went on very pleasantly, until I had
17. Sarah Glasgow, of St. Louis, was Governor Lane's daughter. She was the
wife of William Glasgow, Jr.
18. The Santa Fe Mail and Stage. This mail was established in July, 1850.
and made regular monthly trips betwee'Q Independence, Missouri, and Santa Fe,
New Mexico, in somewhat less than thirty days. Nuevo Mejicano (Santa Fe).
July 30, 1850; Daily Missouri Republican, July 26, 1850, Aug. 11, 1S5!.
19. Fort Atkinson was situated near the north bank of the Arkansas River.
about six miles west of the present Dodge City,· Kansas. It was established by
Col. Edwin V. Sumner in 1850. At first it was called Fort Mackay or Fort Sumner.
but by the latter part of 1851 it began to be known as Fort Atkinson. It was abandoned as a military post in 1853. House Ere. Docs., 32 Cong., 1 Sess., No.2, p.
333; Senate Ere. Docs., 33 Cong., 1 Sess., No. I, p. 95; Daily Missouri Republican•
. Oct, 1, 25, Dec. 7, 1850, Aug. 22, Dec.. 12, 1851, .Oct. 18, 1853.
20. rort Mann was situated near the north bank of tbe Arkansas River.
about five miles west of the present Dodge City, Kansas. It was built by Capt.
Daniel Mann in 1847. because Us station, equidistant from Fort Leavenworth and
Santa Fe, was needed by the Government, at which to repair the wagons and recruit the animals, by rest, in safety." Lewis H: Garrard, Wah-To-Yah and the
Taos Trail (Cincinnati, 1850), 296-305. See also Diary of Philip G. Ferguson (ms.
in the Missouri Historical Society Library), Aug. 3, 1847; Daily Missouri Republican.
Oct. I, 1850.
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attack. Frqm pyramid creek to Fort Union,21 occupymg the 25 th & 26 th, - all the day time, - '1/2 the night of
the 25 th, & a 1/3 of the night, of 26 th ; - there I lay, in the
bottom of the carriage, - and on drove Major Carleton,"
with tired-out Horses, - fearing I might die, before he could
reach the army surgeon, Dr. Bryne,"" at Ft. Union. - My
dear Sarah, there are passages in our lives, that we desire
forgot; - I wish to forget ,all that happened, on the 25 th, '.
26 th , 27 th, & 28 th Aug. - except the kindness of Major Carle, ton & his wife.
'
From Ft. Union to this place (the distance being about
100 miles), the ride was delightful. I was then fairly in
New Mexico - a few Ranches, - 3 villages - & succession of
beautiful Mountains, gave sufficient variety to the scene.
And thus ended, a Journey, which I do not wish to make
again, but which.my experience would enable me to perform, with safety & comparative comfort. Well, we will see
next spring - - I will not repine at Mr. Pearce's election,
nor at any possible consequences that may flow from it. ..,
, You ask how I like playing Gov. Well, only so SQ, - but
better than I did,. at' first. I think I have already set aside,
some impediments, & that I may perchance succeed in doing
some good, - the great object of my ambition. I will not
say any thing about these difficulties" now; nor will I attempt to draw any pictures of our society,- or modes of
life. I leave these things, for nexttime,- unless I should
have time, to cram something into my letters, to Mr. G2. &
rour s i s t e r . '
'
LANE TO WILLIAM GLASGOW

Sta. Fe, Sept 30, 52
Dear Sir,
r enclose you a Dft.

up~n

Washington, for $500. but

In

21. Fort Union was established by Col. Edwin V. Sumner in 1851.
1853
it was described as "an open post, without either stockades or breast-works of
any kind, and" barring the officers and soldiers who are seen about it, it' has
much more the appearance of a quiet frontier village than that of a military
station. It is laid out with broad and straight streets crossing each other at
right angles. The huts are built of pine logs. obtained from the neighboring
mountains, and the quarters of both officers and men wore a neat and comfortable
appearance." W: W. H. Davis, El Gringo (New York, 1857), 51. See also Calhoun,
op. cit., 417; Daily Missouri Republican, Sept. 8, 1851.
22. Maior James H. Carleton.
23. Dr. Bernard M. Byrne,
24. William Glasgow, Jr.

FORDING THE ARKANSAS

FORT UNION ABOUT

1855
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as I am not sure it will be paid, you had better not negotiate
it. There is a strange state of things, in every Dept of the
Gov t • of this Ter. - civil, military & Indn ; & so ill-defined
is the line of offl. duties, in both the civil, & Tnd". Depts .,
that we are compelled to grope in the dark, in discharging
our duties. For instance, officers in the Indn • Dept" are
allowed their necessary travelling expenses, but I can find
no law, order, or regulation, by which the agent can, with
prescribed certainty, regulate his charges. In the present
instance, 'I regulated my charge, by the allowance, which
was made to Major Greiner:" Ind n • agent, for a similar
Journey. '
LANE TO HIS WIFE'·

Santa Fe, Nov 16, 52
My dear Mary,
I am too busy to be lonesome, & yet time drags heavily
along. Many serious, official difficulties have opposed me,
thus far; but I met them, as you would wish your Husband
to meet a high duty, & they are giving way - or entirely
overthrown. Next month, a new set of troubles come up.
The Legislature will convene:' & I will have one House in
one adjoiliing Room, & the other House, in the other adjoining room, without understanding a word that is said, in
either. This trial of patience, will endure for 40 daysominous period. It will' not be a fact, but a penance, & I
.hope it will yield some good fruits.
25.
John Greiner, a native of Ohio; served New Mexico in the following
capacities: Indian Agent, July, 1851-March, 1852; Acting Superintendent of Indian Affairs, March-September, 1852; Secretary of the Territory, August, 1852-May,
1853. The Santa Fe Weekly Gazette, May 28, 1853; stated' that "in the discharge of
his duties as a public officer, both as Agent and Secretary, Mr. Greiner has evinced
. an honesty and faithfulness, creditable alike to himself and the Government; and
he will carry with him to his home in Ohio, the high respect and confidence of
our citizens, both American and Mexican." Greiner's journal while he was Acting
Superintendent of Indian Affairs is edited by Abel. "The Journal of John Greiner,"
loco cit., 189-243.
26. Mary Ewing Lane.
27.
Governor Lane's message to this legislature is reprinted in Benjamin
M. Read, IlluBtrated HiBtOry of New Mexico (Santa Fe, 1912), 488-493; Twitchell,
"Historical Sketch of Governor William Carr Lane," loco cit., 12-16.
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I still lead a sort of Hermit-life: The people are not
sociable; or perhaps the fault is in me. But we are, nevertheless, very friendly. The Range of my Female acquaintance,does not extend. Indeed the range diminishes, for
some have gone away.
.
Tell Ann,2S that I told. Mr. Aubrey:" of her wish, or
rather curiosity, to see a man, whose life was passed in
such wild adventures. And he has promised, to wait upon
her; when he next visits St. Louis. He is a French Canadian,
& is quite well bred. He sets out tomorrow, for California,
via the Mexican state- Sonora, with a flock of sheep:" He'
appears to be restless, when stationary, & only contented,
when making these appalling Journeys. A thousand miles,
seem to be no more for him, than 100 for me. Well, he will
cool down, by & by, as I have done. And then some other
Nimrod, will come up, & take his place.
The weather is fine. .I rode out today, without an
over-coat, & did not feel even cool. And yet the mountains,
- which on the East approach to within 3 miles of this Town,
_- are covered with Snow, from summit to base; but on the
top, it is deepest. On the plain' there is no appearance of
winter. These contrasts are, to my view, strikingly beautiful.
Business is greatly depressed,sl in this Town, & the
people are depressed in spirits. There are many causes for
this. But I hope things will soon mend.
LANE TO SARAH GLASGOW

Santa Fe, Nov 17, 52
Dear Sarah,
28. Ann Lane, the daughter of Governor Lane.
29. Francis X. Aubry was a Santa Fe trader, an explorer, and the fastest
long-distance rider the frontier ever produced. His quickest trip on horseback
was performed in September, 1848, when he rode about 180 miles over the Santa
Fe . Trail from Santa Fe, New Mexico, to Independence, Missouri, in "five days and
sixteen hours. This record was neyer equaled, or excelled. He was nicknamed
"Skimmer of the Plains,"
Santa Fe Republican, Sept. 12, 1848; Daily Missouri
Republican, Sept. 23, 1848, Sept. 10, 1854.
30. According to the Santa Fe Gazette, Nov. 20, 1852, Aubry left Santa Fe
for California on November 16. Accounts of this journey are given in Daily Alta
California (San Francisco), Mar. 31, 1853; Daily Missouri Republican, Mar. 25, 'July
4, 1853.
31. Business was dull in Santa Fe in the latter part of 1852. Daily Missouri
Republican, Sept. 27, Nov. 29, 1852.
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I am getting things somewhat straightened up, & am
therefore better off, than I have been; besfdes I have now
a private secretary, who relieves me from much labour,
As for staying here, or not staying, - wait awhile, &
we will determine all about it, in grand council, - - provided
- always - nevertheless, - as lawyers say, that there is any
room to deliberate; for who knows, but that Geni P."2 &
not Gen' S.:::: will have some say so in the matter.::
I am in luck. The officers at Fort Union - 100 miles
east of this place, have just sent me some venison (Black
tailed Deer), some Antelope venison, and a Wild Turkey;
& a German Farmer, some 50 or 60 miles off, whom I have
never yet seen, - has sent me two fine Heads of cabbage,
Frank" got some fresh pork, two days ago ; we get Mutton
every day, & have a supply of corned Beef. We have Fine
Beets & Beans, & some Parsnips ( not well tasted), & excellent onions - and some dried peaches: but no butter & no
milk. We have however Fresh Eggs. Then we have some
starved chickens: they are so miserably poor, that I wonder
how they can muster up spirits, to crow as much as they
do. . , . .,
l

LANE TO HIS WIFE

Sta Fe, 15th Feb. 53.
My dear Mary,
Two days from this time the mail (by a new arrangement) , sets out for the states, by the southern route, via San
Antonio - Texas."O I will try this route, but I am by no means
sure, my letters will reach St.Louis, sooner, than by the
usual route by Independence, - notwithstanding that the
Independence Mail, does not start, until the 1st day of
March."' ,
32. General Franklin Pierce.
33. General Winfield Scott.
34. Governor Lane is apparently referring to the probable result of the presi.
dential election of 1852. General Franklin Pierce, the Democratic candidate, and
General Winfield Scott, the Whig candidate, were veterans of the Mexican War.
35. Governor Lane's servant.
36. The overland mail between Santa Fe, New Mexico, and San Antonio.
Texas, was established in November, 1851. . It ran bimonthly until January, 1853.
when it began to operate on a monthly schedule. San Antonio Ledger, Oct. 30, 1851;
Santa Fe Gazette, Nov. 6, 1852, Jan. 29, Hi53; Daily Mis.ouri Republican, Dec. 22,
1852.
87. Ordinarily, mail traveled from Santa Fe to St. Louis in quicker time by
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My health could not be better, & my weight has
come up, to near its usual standard. Indeed this climate
is so excellent, that I verily believe, that I could reasonably
calculate upon a considerable extension,of my lease of
life, - were I to remain in' the country, - at least, if I had
the comforts of "Home" about me. '
, I have heretofore apprized you, of a long (intended),
excursion, thro' the Indian country, which is before me;
The 20 th Inst, has been fixed upon, for the time pf departure; but I have concluded, to start 'my men & Baggage
Waggons, on that day, & await the arrival of the Independence mail, myself,- which may he expected, before the
25 th , Inst. This will give me news from Home, letters
from Washgn • & the news of the day, from the states, a
great treat. 3S
•
I will write, again, before I set out, - for EI paso', Texas, & expect to write again; from that point; - flO you
see, I propose to, keep you posted up,as it relates to my
movements.
,From EI paso, I will inform you of ,the progress (If'
, the Revolutionary m"ovements, in the Mexican Republic, so called; and be not surprized, if I should take pos'session
of the disputed Territory;" which I dare say I will find to
be without adequate protection, against internal & external
violence. Do not fear, that your, Husband will go a Fillibustering, in his old days; but be assured, that if duty calls
upon me, to occupy & protect this country; provisionally,
until the line shall be definitively established, I will <10 it.
the route through Independence, Missouri, thanhy the circuitous route through
San Antonio; Texas: Santa 'Fe Weekly Gazette, Mar. 19, 1853.
38. Governor Lane left Santa Fe on February 28. The Santa Fe Gazette,
Feb. 26, 1853, described his proposed journey as "a visit of exploration ,and observation," which "will give him the concluding insight' into the geographi~al history
and position of our Territory, and will, be very beneficial to the people."
,
39. Some of the territory in disput~ was the Mesilla Valley, which was claimed
by the territory, of New Mexico and by the state 'of ,'Chihuahua. On March 13, 1853,
Governor Lane issued a proclamation which read in part: :' I, William Carr Lane,
Governor of the Territory of New Mexic!" (upon my own official responsibility,
and without orders from the Cabinet at Washington), do' hereby, in behalf of the
United' States, re-take, possession of the said disputed Territory, to be held provisionally by the United States, until th'e questio!, of boundary shall, be determi~ed
by the United States and the Mexican ,Republic." The proclamation was ,issued
in English and Spanish. Daily Missouri Republican, April 25, '1853. Good accounts
of thi; dispute are found in Paul N. Garber, The Gadsden Treaty' (Philadelphia,
1923), 70-74; J. Fred Rippy, The United 'States and M.exico (New York, 1926).
115-125.
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LANE TO. HIS WIFE

Ft Webster40 - Rio Mimbres
ApI. 5, 53.

Dear Wife,
Disappointments must be· expected, by all Travellers,
& especially by those who travel, in this Region. My de. parture from Sta Fe, upon this trip, was somewhat delayed;
& my stay, in the southern part of the Territory (waiting
for the ardval of the Mescalero & other Indians), was .prolonged; and, by reason of these delays, I did not reach here,
until the 2 d Instant. Business will detain me, at this place,
until the 8~h, 9 th , or 10th, at which time I expect to start,
for the Rio Gila. This excursion, down & back again, will
consume 8 or 10 days. I had intended to have crossed, from
the Gila, to the Rio Colorado; but I find so little grass, &
so many obstacles, in the way, that I have determined to
abandon that part of the excursion, & return to the Rio
Grande.
You are, I dare say, anxious about my health. I wish
you could see me: you would begin to think, that myapplication for an extension of my lease of life, had been
granted. I have neither ache, nor pain; & never felt better,
in.my life. On my journey, I sometimes ride; in tlle carriage, & sometimes on Horse back; & sometimes I walk,
for recreation. A tramp of a league, does' not fatigue me,
& sometimes I walk 2 leagues, with little inconvenience.
.
The people of this country live, for the most part, in
villages, & these are, sometimes, long distances apart. For
instance, from the Town of Socoro:1 to Valverde (Ft Conrad) ,42 is 30 miles, - & no House, that I remember. From
Valverde, to Dona Ana, is 120 m S , - & no House. From
Dona Ana to Cruzes:8 5 m S , - & no HQuse. Frorp. Cruzes
40. Fort Webster was located in what is now the northeastern
County, New Mexico. It was established by Col. Edwin V" Sumner'in
op. cit., 433; Daily Missouri Republican, Jan. 31, 1852.
41. Socorro.
42.
Fort Conrad was located at Valverde, Socorro, County,
It wu~ established by Col. Edwin V. Sumner in 1851. Calhoun, ·op.
Fort Smith Herald (Fort Smith, Arkansas), Jan. 17, 1852.
43. Las Cruces.

part of Grant
1851. Calhoun,

New', Mexico.

cit., 417, 433;
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to Bracito," (Ft Fillmore), 10 ms, - no House; & from
Bracito, to Elpaso,15 45 miles, & 2 Houses only.. From
Dona Ana to this place, 130 miles, & not a single House.
And, to pass over these solitudes, with from 10 to .25 ·miles,
. without water, you. must go, in strong companies, well
armed, - to meet real, or supposed danger, - from Ihdians,
or Robbers. In passing from Valverde, to Dona Ana, you
mlist traverse a Desert of 80 or 90 miles, called Jornada del
Muerto (The Journey of 'the dead), - in which you sometimes find water, in a pool,near the middle of it, &
sometimes you find none. We were so fortunate, as to find
water, in the pool.
I have. just concluded some important arrangements,
by which the Apache Indians of this region, have consented to abandon a nomade life, & engage in agriculture,"
LANE TO ANN

E.

LANE

Sta Fe, J line 8, 53
Dear Ann,
Last evening, 1. was invited to be present, at the ceremony of taking down the cross.
The Fete of Corpus Christi was celebrated, on the last
Sunday in June, in this place; & upon that occasion, there
was a procession; with much parade & display. Arid during the present week, the numerous altars, that were erected
in private Houses, for that occasion, are being taken down.
Upon the occasion of taking down the holy cross, some
Religious ceremonies are performed, a collation is prepared,
& the whole ends with Dance.
The altar from which the cross was taken down, last
et'ening, was in a Bed-chamber, adjoining the Hall, a sitting
room. It was tastefully & expensively decorated, with a
spin of the tawdry, about the accompanyments. I cannot
give you a descrip'tion, that will be accurate as to details
44. Fort Fillmore was located on the Rio Grande, about ten miles south of
Las Cruces, Dona Ana County, New Mexico. It was established by Col. Edwin
V. Sumner in 1851. Calhoun, op. cit., 417, 433; Fort Smith Herald, Jan. 17, 1852.
45. The modern Ciudad Ju{trez, Mexico.
'
46. Governor Lane returned to Santa Fe on April 27.
"The Governor is
in robust health," wrote th.e editor of the Santa· Fe Weekly Gazette, April 30, 1853,
"giving evidence of a constitutional and physical ability to undergo any amount
of service that may be required of him in the discharge of, his arduous duties.
We are pleased to record that Governor Lane's deportment and intercourse with
our citizens, have made a very favorable impression upon the native population.
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and will merely attempt to convey a general idea. .The
wall against which the altar was erected, was covered from
the floor to the ceiling, with rich silks, of different patterns,
& brilliant colours; & the ceiling, above the altar, was covered with a handsome shawl. The silk, upon the wall, was
studded over, so as to be obscured by pictures of the Virgen,
. our Savior, & numerous Saints, with whom I had no acquaintance. There was also wreaths of artificial flowers,
and plumes, here and there. And on each side of the altar,
there was a statuette, of a Mitred gentleman, in rich episcopal robes.
The shawl upon the ceiling was studdied over, with
numerous little pendents, suspended by silken threads,
which were not visible, at night, & from its center,· just
over the altar, a white pidgeon was suspended, which had
a pretty effecL The legs were decorated with red-ribbon,
& a band of red silk, was fastened round its Body, from
. which it was suspended, - with the wings expanded, as
if in the act of flying.
The altar was formed, with three steps upon it, & was
profusely ornamented.. A multitude of wreathed candles,
in chandeliers & candlesticks, were burning; & a tawdry
figure of an angel, in Bloomer costume, was on the altar,
on the left of the cross. The cross was under a canopy,
on the highest step of the Altar.
There was no padre present, & the religious services
were devoutly performed by the Females. The ceremony
commenced by all kneeling, & an audible prayer - recitations, responses & chants followed, & then the cross was
lowered one step. The same ceremonies were thrice repeated, with a corresponding lowering, each time; .& then
the cross was devoutly held, by the person who had erected
it, - she being richly dressed, with her head covered, with
a Black Lace veil, - kneeling; & it was then kissed, by each
Female present, on her knees. It was then presented to
a Lady, who was also kneeling,. who was richly dressed, &
had a Black lace veil, over her head; - and she bore it away.
And it will be this Lady's task, to erect an Altar next year,
at her own House.
These altars are said to be expensive pageants, in old
Mexico, - sometimes costing 2, 3, & 4000$.
.
The company then adjourned, to an adjoining room, in
which a Table was spread & profusely supplied, with in-
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differently good pastries, & Liquors, with agua fria & cinnamon waters, - of which the Females partook very sparingly. From thence the company adjourned, to the Dancing
Room, where Quadrilles & Waltz were danced, to 'the Music
of the Harp, until a late hour. I did not enjoy myself much,
& left early.
"
Throughout the whole of the religious part of the ceremony, a deep feeling of piety, was manifested by all the
'Females present. None' of the other sex remained in the
room, but myself & another, & he had some functions to perform, in the pageant. The' rest of the Gentlemen, went
out into the parlour,. or into the plasita; & in the plasita,
or court-yard, pistols were fired, during the whole' of the
,ceremony.
Thus ended, the ceremony of the taking down' of the
cross (Descuelgo de la Santa Cruz), which I never witnessed before, & which I have no desire to witness again.
LANE TO HIS, WIFE

Sta Fe, June 8, 53.
Dear Mary,
We do not know, with certainty, where the Eastern
boundary of' the Territory, runs across the road to Independence; but according to the reed opinion, as to the location, of the line, I entered the Territory, on the 22 d of Aug, altho' I did not reach the seat of Govt, until the 9th of September. On 22 d Inst, it will therefore be 10 m o, since I put
my ,foot upon the soil o{'N. Mex.: & here have I been in
N. Mex. squabbling & contending, ever since, - except a few
days only, which I spent in Texas, & some 12 hours, which
I, spent (as ,was supposed), in the disputed Territory, over which Chihuahua, exercises jurisdiction. I cannot say
these 10 months have been happy, - but assuredly they have
been far from having been miserable. And in one particular, I have been blessed; - the agonizing associations connected with St Louis, have notharrassed me. Oh God, I'
give thee thanks, for this merciful dispensation of thy providence.
Again, my health has been, & continues to be, robust.
I have had neither ache nor pain (after my nephritis at., ,
tack), on the plains, - cold, cough, or other ailment; & have

·'
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(From Dunn, "Massacres of the Mountains")
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only lacked the society of my Family, to make life quite
pleasant.
Travelling relieves me, .& hence it is,
that travelling is so agreeable to me. If I could so arrange
it, - I would make an uninterrupted march, - until I go
home; & I am not sure I will be content to stay at home,
when I get back again. . .
I do not wish to leave, until my successor shall arrive;
& should I become a candidate for congress, I will be detained still longer. But, at this time, the chances are against
my being a candidate, & in favor of my being able to leave;
in the Texas stage, on the 17 th July. We will see, with
reasonable certainty, by the first of July.
.
LANE

TO

HIS WIFE
Sta

My Dear & Excellent Wife,

Fe~

Aug. 26,53

The Election47 comes off; on the 6th of next month; &:
after that event, without doubt, I will take my departure,
for Home.
There are 3 modes of conveyance, within reach; a private conveyance, - the mail stage, by Texas, & the stage
by Ind ee, - and the time of the Journey will be about the
same by each mode of conveyance.
I was strongly inclined to set out as soon as I should
hear the result of the Election (which be by the 15 th Sept) ,.
- by private conveyance, but the risk of loosing Mules, on
the way, & the trouble of having the responsibility of the
party, upon my own shoulders, disinclines me to go in this
- mode. The Texas stage, goes 2 weeks before the Independence stage; but the circuitous route, makes the time of
each, nearly the same.
I have just made an Electioneering tour, of about 100
leagues, & set out tomorrow, - to complete the Tour. The
prospects are decidedly in favor of my being elected; but
nothing is certain, and especially in N. Mex. So be not sur47. The election to select a delegate to represent New Mexico in Congress.
The two candidates were William Carr Lane and Jose Manuel Gallegos.
Lane
had ceased to be governor of New Mexico on August 8, 1853, when his successor,
David Meriwether, was inaugurated in Santa Fe. Santa Fe Weekly Gazette, Aug.
13, 1853; Daily Missouri Republican, Nov. 11, 1853.
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prized, if I shd be defeated.- A defeat would worry me, for
3 re~sons. I should fail to get aJ). eridois~nie.nt, of my off l
course, from the people of. the Ter. I should fail to get
illy'mileage to Washn , & I shouid be some' $500. out of
:p:ock~t,' for, Exps of the. canvass. A further dissappoint. ment, in not spending 2 winters in Washington, that would
not be. much~ for I dread the Hard-work, & worryment,
which I must encounter, - shouid I be elected, N; Mex. has.
so mahywants, & must have them supplied, & her Delegate
wouid, of necessity,be the most CIamerous Beggar, at the
Capitol. . . .
.
I send you a copy of the Sta Fe Gazette, it contains. my
address, to the people, in spanish, - no english copy having
been printed. Inthe Gazette, you will see tnat I am praised,
"o'er much." A Rival paper, makes its appearance, this
week, at Albuquerque.
LANE TO HIS WIFE

Las Vegas, 30th A~g [1853]
My good wife,
.
. This Village is 75 miles, from Sta Fe; - on the ·l'".oad to
independence. From this point, I turn to the North-west,
across the MountaIns, to Taos..
.
.
I am' thus far, upon an. Eledioneering tour,& am in
the midst. of a Rabidly infected District. In point of fact,
the opposition, to every thing American, is so uncompromising, that if this co'unty shciuld turn the scale against me,
you must not be sui-prIzed. But "allis not lost, that is .i,n
dimger;" The"y say, they haven;o personal opje'ction to
me, but that they are determined, to elect one of their own
race: that I am: the most acceptable,_ of all the Americans;
but that they must try a Mexican. God bless them. If you
knew how very little the very best ·informed know, you
would be amazed at their .conceitedness.
I expect to start home, via Texas, on 17th Sept; & to
reach Home, about 1st No. . . .
LANE TO WILLIAM CARR GLASGOW·

Don Fernandes de Taos, N. Mex.
.
Sept- 7 th , 53.
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Dear Willie,
,
I came to the vaHey of Taos, - pronounced Tous', upon an Electioneering Tour; & will setout, f61' Sta Fe,
tomorrow morning. The Road to Sta Fe, is very bad~ &
we must cross a very high Mountain; this wIll ni:a:ke the
ride a fatigueing one. Frank will ride a Horse, & I will
ride a Mule; & the Guide will be mounted, I know not how.
Ten days from this time, I will start home;- by a
round-a-bout road, ~ throngh Texas, & by New Orleans.
You must get a map of the Country, & get your pen to trace
my route, upon ,it. Put your Finger upon Santa Fe; - then
look for Albuquerque; - then for the Jornada del Muerto;then for EI paso; .: then for San Antonio,.in Texas; - then
for the port of LaVaca, on the Guiph of Mexico; - then for
the mouth of the Mississippi river; - then for New Orleans;
- then for the mouth of the Ohio river; - & then for St Louis;
- and you will have my route. I go in themail-stage.to
San Antonio; and thence I go, in another line of stages,
to LaVaca," - where I will take passage, in a sea vessel,
for N. Orleans; - at which place, I \vill take a passage, upon one of our S' Louis Steam-Boats. I expect to suffer
much, from Sea-sickness, on the Gulph, or sea; & after
that, to be as happy as ~ prince.'" . . .
LANE TO HIS WiFE

Brown's Hotel, Wash n City.
Dec. 24 t h, 53.
My Friend,
My public accounts have not' been closed, in consequence of a want of time, on the part of the accounting
officers. I h~ve pressed for a settlement, but they put
me off, until after the Holiday. My principal settlements,
are to be made, at the Indian Office; and, when I first
called there, the Head of the Bureau, refer'd me to his
chief clerk, - who told me that little was needed, to close
the accounts; - merely my own certificate, to some 2 doz
48. A we~ldy mail and stage line had been established between San Antonio
and Indian~Ja about October, 1851. W'estern Texan (San Antonio), Sept,' 23, 1852.
49, Governor Lane returned to St. Louis in the latter part of October, 1853,
He traveled on the Santa Fe Mail and Stage by way of Independence. Daily Mi88QU?,i
Republican, Oct. 25, 1853.
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vouchers, - stating that I had actually paid the money, to
the persons, whose Receipts I had forwarded. And as the
money had actually been paid, at the date of the Recl, &
the omission of the Certificate; an accident, - the signing of
it, was a mere matter of form. Besides signing these certificates, he said some explanations, - as to other items of
expenditure, - were needed. Upon this settlement, I expect a small balance, to be found against me.
My other settlement, is to be made, in the Comptroller's
office, - an account of salary & contingent expenses. Here
some items, amounting to $182,' have been suspended, for
want of explanations, which are easily given. And, in this
office, there will be a balance, in my favor, - which I will
transfer, in liquidation of the other balance, against me, the one, I dare say, will nearly balance the other. And,
as I will be entitled to mileage, & pay, until the contest, for
the seat as Delegate, is decided, - whether I get the seat
or not, - I will not lack funds.
There is an effort to enlist the aid of political bias,
against me in the contest for the seat ;50 & it may_ be, - for
aught I can 'say, - entirely successful. In point of fact, I
do not care six cents, about the issue, - on my acct." Indeed,
my own interests & feelings, are decidedly adverse, to my
staying in Wash n , for 2 sessions. I have passed the time
of life, when a position of this kind, would have been agreeable: now, it is any thing but agreeable.
Had it not been for an unexpected, inexplicable & indefensible move, of Mr. Secretary Messervy:2 I would have
50. Lane presented a memorial to the. House of Representatives contesting the
right of Gallegos to 'a seat ill that body as delegate from the territory of New
Mexico. Lane declared his right to the seat. claiming that
'in conducting the
election illegal practices were allowed in Borne of the counties, and gross frauds
committed, by which means a majority of votes was obtained" for his opponent;
and, also, that, after' the returns had been made to the office of the secreta~y of
said Territory according to law, the legal votes were miscounted by admitting votes
for his opponent which ought to have been rejected, and by rejecting votes for
him which ought to have been received. thereby giving a majority to his opponent
which ought to have been assigned to him." House Reports, 33 Cong., 1 Sese.,
No.- 121, p. 1.
51. On February 27, 1854, Representative Miller, of Missouri, 'declared in, the
House of Representatives that Lane wanted his claim examined, "not from persona]
considerations, but because he believes it due to those who sent him here.
Congressional Globe, 33 Cong., I, Sess., p. 490.
52. William S. Messervy, secretary of the territory of New Mexico.
H
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prevented the Padre,"" from taking his seat; & thus coerced,
an early decision of the question. But I will not trouble
you, with particulars.
LANE TO HIS WIFE

Washn City, 6th Jany '54.

Dear Mary,
Monday next is fixed, for the commencement of the
in'vestigation, of my case, before the Committee upon Elections. We may, therefore, hope, that my unpleasant state
of suspense, is approaching its welcome end., It may however be, that a decision may be deferred, until the arrival,
of the next Sta Fe mail, - by which some additional Testimony is expected.
LANE TO WILLIAM GLASGOW

Brown's - Wash n

-

Feb, 27, 54.

'.

Dear Sir,
My contest has ended, this day, adversely:' I send a
number of the Globe, mentioning something about it; but
you will learn more about it, in a more extended Report of
the proceedings,50 hereafter. You will, however, be able
to see the jockeying, which was resorted to, against me.
In this relation, all I have now to ask, is my mileage & per
diem, which if denied,'o will fret me.
53.
Jose Manuel Gallc·gos.
On December 19, 1853, Gallegos presented his
credentials and took his seat in the House of Representatives. Congressional Globe,
33 Cong., 1, Sess., p. 62.
54. The Committee on Elections had given more than two months to the
investigation of the contested election. On Februarl' 24, 1854, it reported that it
had agreed that Jose Manuel Gallegos was entitled to the seat as delegate from
the territory of New Mexico. Though the committee admitted that "there was
very great irregularity in the returns," it was disposed to overlook this in a
newly~organized territory, since it did not appear "that in any single instance
fraud was committed or attempted, or that any single return from any onc of the
.numerous precincts was corruptly made." The report of the committee was accepted by the House of Representatives, and an attempt to reopen the Question on
February 27 met with failur~. House Reports, 33 Cong., 1 Sess., No. 121, pp. 1-4;
Congressional Globe, 33 Cong., 1 Sess., pp: 40-41, 475, 490-491.
55. The report of the Committee on Elections is found in House Reports, 33
Cong., 1 Sess., No. 121, pp. 1-4.,
56. Lane's application for his per diem and· mileage was referred to the
Co'mmittee on Elections on March 27, 1854, but with no result. Congr,essional Globe,
33 Cong., 1 Sess., p. 756.
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LANE TO SARAH GLASGOW

Washington, Sunday evening,
,
5 th Mar. [1854]
Dear Sarah,
The contest for the s~at is e~deci: but my business is
,not yet ended. I have two sets of Acc t " - one as Gov n &
the other, as superintendent of Indian affairs, which had
to be overhauled from the beginning. Many difficulties
was started, in' settling my Govrs accts, qut each was met
& explained, without dotting an i or crossing at; and the
'accts were passed, just as I had 'sent them forward, - with
compliments from Whitlesey, the "watch dog" of the Treasury, - who said it was "refreshing," to meet with an of"
ficer like me, who had given his attention to something else,
than plundering the public.
,
But, my Ind n accts were not taken up, until the first
instant. I had beel} told, that nothing' was needed, but the
, formality of signing some certificates; & thus far, nothing
else has been required; & even this was not necessary, for.
-upon the clerk's opening the packet, containing the defective vouchers, I opened the corresponding duplicate packet,
. which I had brought with me; & found that my packet
contained the perfect vouchers, - which were thereupon
transferred.
..
LANE TO HIS WIFE

Washington - 16 th March [1854].
My Wife,
My unwilling detention here, has one comfort; attached
to it; - I am allowed to receive & write Letters. Since the
first Instant, I have been in attendance, at the Indian office, in settling my a'ccounts, as superintendent of. Ind n
affairs, in N. Mex o ; & the job is not yet ended. My acc ts
(Thank G-d), have passed thro' the first, & most trying,
ordeal, - & nothing is found, that does not admit of ready
explanation. . . . .
. .
There are two sources of difficulties, in settling accounts here. The first springs from the fact, that the force,
in the offices, is not adequate, to the prompt performance
.of the official duties, of the offices respectively.. The second
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arises from the political error, of changing all the heads
of offices, & most of the subordinates, at the accession of
each President, - there by fillingthe offices, with incompetent
persops, - until they become schooled, in their duties. There
is yet another defect. IIi order to guard against frauds,
accounts are obliged to pass throqgh many hands. For
instance, my' Indian accounts, have gone'through the' hands
of the, accou:Qting officer, & have rec d his Remarks in writtng, - & he has sent them to the chief clerk, whO holds
them, subject to the decision of the Head of the Indian
Bureau. From him, they go to the 2d Auditor, - where, I
believe, the examination closes. Now it is my opinion, that
it would insure more good, if the clerk, & the Comer, alone,
had the. responsibility of the settlement. The rilOre yqu
divide the respon~ibility, the more chances do you produce,
for the perpetration of frauds.
.
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Santa Fe, New Mexico,
January 17, 1928.
BIENNIAL REPORT FOR 'THE YEARS 1926-1927
Lansing B. Bloom, corresponding secretary & treasurer
In assembling the material for a report upon the work
of my d.ual office for the past biennium, one fact which
became increasingly evident was that our Society has, in
the last few years, made a third start in active and effective
. historical service.
,
,
First organized in December, 1859, the Society was
forced to suspend operations in 1863, during the Civil War
period. Reorganized and incorporated in 1880-81, the
Society had, at tim~s, a somewhat precarious existence, but,
owing chiefly to the unflagging devotion of the late L.
Bradford Prince, mitil his death in December, 1922, the
Society during this period built up a very valuable and
important museum and library and published occasionally
through the years a series of twenty-three papers.
The third stage in the life and work of our Society
may be said to have started with the active participation
of the late Ralph E. Twitchell. Our list of papers published
from 1881 to 1927 shows that, of the eleven titles published
since 1917 (nos. 20-30), eight were from his pen. The
revision of our constitution was effected after his death
but was mainly along the lines proposed by him, providing
among other things for a body of .Fellows and for greater
activity in research and publication. The correlating of
our interests with those of the School of American Research
in our museums, libraries, research and publication which
has been realized during the past biennium has beeen along
the line of policy which Colonel Twitchell had initiated.
Perhaps you will pardon this introduction, since it
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explains in part the form which this report has taken.
Froin the treasurer's report in January, 1915, until the
election of your present officer in October, 1924, there is
no treasurer's report of record. The State appropriation
to our Society was $1,200.00 a year ---. of which nearly a
thousand dollars had not been collected until just before
the then fiscal year ended; and receipts from other sources from ·1914 to 1924 are not a matter of record in any
papers which your present officer has seen, except a few
entries in the secretary's book, the last of which were in
the year 1919.
It has seemed best, therefore, in reporting as treasurer,
to give a brief summary from October, 1924, to the end of
1927. (See Exhibit A) The 12th fiscal year ended November 30, 1924; by action of the state legislature that winter
the 13th fiscal year, and subsequent years, were made to
end June 30th. For the seven months of the 13th fiscal
year, therefore, our Society received from the state $700,
proprated from appropriation of $1,200.00 then in effect.
For the state biennium beginning July 1, 1925, our
Society received $1,800 a year; and for the state biennium
beginning July 1, 1927, we are receiving $2,000.00 a year.
By our constitution as now in effect, the Society biennium
begins January 1 of even-numbered years.
For details of receipts and expenditures from October,
1924, to date, members are referred to the treasurer's book.
For this report, howevl:lr, a second table is appended (Exhibit B) showing the more important expenditures of approximately $25.00 or over.
For convenience in accounting to the state as to expenditure of our state appropriation, a column under the
title "State Fund" is carried independently of the Society
accounts as a whole. The latter are shown at present in
five funds under the titles "Administration," "Library and
Museum," "Purchase and Sales," "Fort Marcy," and "Cross
of the Martyrs;" the "War Trophies fund" has been closed
out. By action of the executive council in January, 1926,
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receipts from fees and dues during the past biennium were
put in the "Purcpase" fund at the conviennce of your «01'responding secretary; and in the fund now are also placed
receipts from sales and commissions on sales.
, A tabulation of our membership at· the close of 1927
shows:
gains
losses
honorary life
1
death:. honorary life
1
life 4
annual, elected,
84
1
'annual
7
. annual, restored, -

,resignations inactive --

12
5
50
67

86, or a net gain for
The membership of our Society,
as follows:
Honorary life
Life
Annual
total,.

the two years of 19
January 1, 1928, is
7
39
118
164

The necrology list includes the followil}g names:

Honorary Life
Mrs. Eugene A. Carr
Life
Edward E. Ayer
,Abe F. Spiegelberg
Frank Springer
Roberts Walker

4nnual Membe1's
F. S. Curtis, Jr.
Grant Jackson
Andrieus A. Jones
Leigh K. Patton
Benjamin M. Read
.Chester H. Smith .
Charles Morgan Wood
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The loss by death of asso~iates in our work is always
the occasion of sincere grief,especially when, as in the above
list, those taken from us have taken an active and helpful
part in the work of our Society.
The loss of such a considerable number through carelessness or lessened interest, on the other hand, possibly
can be remedied. It may be due in large part to the fact
that our effort in the line of publicatioll for the past two
years has been cent~red upon our new' quarterly. Many
seem to have taken memberships with little more thought
than for the papers which they would receive; and in these
two years we have issued only three. Your officers who
are in charge of our publication work will welcome counsel
as to its relation to. membership..
. The resuming of the publication ofa quarterly, while
it may be responsible in part for the effect upon membership, on tlfe other hand has had the effect of broadening
and strengthening our relations with other organizations
and students in the historical field. This is evidenced by
the growing correspondence of your president arid corresponding secretary, and the increased office-work entailed. It is shown also by a stamp collection from the correspondence which comes to your secretary's office and
which might be of interest in one of the cases of our museum. . This was a boyhood hobby which, with children·
now in his family, has persisted in the saving of unusual
stamps. Recently in looking over the rather heterogenou~
mass which has accumulated, it appeared that mail has
been received from the following countries: England, Ireland, Spain, France, Belgium, Hollapd, Denmark, Sweden,
Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Austria, Poland, Chechosloyakia, Russia, Roumania, Turkey, Greece, Tunis, Egypt,
China, Philippines, Bahamas, Bermuda, Cuba, Brazil,
Argentine, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Mexico, Can.;.
ada - and of course from all parts of the United States.
Without attempting any detailed analysis, this correspondence relates in the m~in to membership~, to the
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work which our Fellows (now thirteen il). number) and
other students are doing in Southwestern history, to material submitted for publication, to requestiil for information of all sorts; to material held by book dealers and private individuals desirable for our museum or· library,books, pamphlets, papers, maps, archives.
In closing this report, your secretary would express
the opinion that our Society is in a prosperous condition,
and we may look forward reasonably to satisfactory development of our work and results attained. The money
which has been invested in our publications, additional to
subscriptions and the few paid advertisements, is well offset by the reserve copies which we hold for sale - and
sales are increasing in amount, thus releasing this money
for reinvestment. \ This means· that our Society is now
sharing in the encouragement of historiCal research, in the
gathering of historiCal. material; and in the publication of
the studies which result from such work.
Respctfully submitted,
LANSING B. BLOOM

corresponding secretary-treasurer
EXHIBIT A
Summary of Treasurer's Accounts
Nov. 10, 1924,
balance received from former treas., $120.51
"Fort Marcy Fund" at bank,
37.81
Nov. 29-30, received· from state auditor,
983.02
26:50
received from other sources,
disbursed
$293.55
Dec. 1, '24 to June. 30, '25,
received from state auditor,.·
received from other. sources,
disbursed

700.00
167.48
1,220.43
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June 30, -Dec. 31,
received from state auditor,
received from other sources,
disbursed,

95.03
203.17
·623.56
195.98

January 1, 1926, balance,

, 2,333.52 2,333.52
195.98
balance,
to June 30, from state auditor,
1,704.97
state a·uditor, War Trophies fund 1,500.00
from other sources,
. 313.07
758.83
disbursed, Trophies,
1,618.52
disbursed, Society account,
1,336.67
July 1, '26, balance,
3,584.60 3,584.60
July 1, 1926, balance,
$1,336.67
1,800.00
to June 30, '27, from state auditor
477.93
from other sources
disbursed, "Trophies" .
$826.95
2,491.36
disbursed, Society accounts,
balance,
'266.29
3,584.60 3,584.60
July 1, '27, balance on hand
to Dec. 31, '27, from state auditor,
from sale of bond,
from other sources,
disbursed,
balance,

266.29
1,000.00
500.00
309.03
1,131.65
943.67
2,075.32 2,075.32

January 1, '28, balance on hand,

$943.67
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EXHIBIT B

principal items of ~xpEmditure, Oct: '24, to Dec: 31 '27
The curator's salary, small as it is, has been about half
the state appropriation.
Nov. 29; '24,
Dec. 6,
12-24,
1-9-25,
2-25,
4-16,
7-17,
. 9-12,
12'-4
, ,
3- 6- 26,
2-9,
5-24,
6-30,

10-19,
10-26, .
11-19,

2-5-27,
2-9,
3-1,
5-16,
5-18, .
8-1,

purchase of Twitchell manuscripts, $155.00
purchase cuts for paper
. _
51.13
"Santa Fe placards"
...!
:- __ :..33.50
O. S. Halseth, work in rhuseum, __
25.00
Santa Fe N. Mexican Co., 2 papers, 314.80
Gerald Cassidy, 2 paintings,
_ 150.00
museum. cases and shelves,
_
23.90
_ 46.65
Larson, museum shelving, _.
Cassidy, painting,
~
_ 100.00
75.00
F. Gomez y Orozco, archive work,
paper stock, for publication,
'...
35.65
Otto Lange (Wagner book),
_ 43.68
purchase Twitchell library,
_ 350.00
purchase 3 bookcases, Mrs. Laughlin, 45.00
Torch Press, on account,
. 40.00
Welch-Haffner, cuts,
.
_ 23.84
400.00
to Hist. Review for publication,
'Otto Lange, books,
_
96.15
~ __
Duke Press, 5 volumes,
25.00
photostat-. paper,
_ 28.00
Torch Press, on account, __ ~
.:._
32.00
Blake (Mexico) books,
_ 37.00
_ 43.27
O'tto Lange (Italy) books
S. F. N. Mex. Go., binding 71 books, 195.00
Torch Press, balance,
~_
176.00
Welch-Haffner, cuts,
_ 47.90
A. M. Ortiz, binding 81 vols.,
' 165.00
400.00
to Hist. Review for publication,
_ 124.20
A. M. Ortiz, binding 51 vols.,

NECROLOGY·
10..;17,
12-19,
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to Review account,
~
:._
_ 200.00
A. M. Ortiz, 54 .books, bound;
~
69.55
Welch-Haffner bill, (Re,riew credit), 88.92

NECROLOGY

LT. LEW

WALLACE SPRINGER

Death came with tnLgic suddenness to Lt. Lew Wallace
Springer, youngest son of the late Dr. Frank Springer of
Las. Vegas. An aeroplane in which he was riding together
with Sterling Rohlfs, the owner, and W. E. King, an attorney, went into a nose dive while over Toluca; Mexico,
and crashed to the ground, 1000 feet. Rohlfs and Springer
were killed instantly and King died in less than an hour.
The party had left Santa Fe by aeroplane and flew to
Douglas, Arizona, from where the start for Mexico City
was made. The news of the fatal accident came to Edward
Sprib.ger, the brother of Wallace, over radio at Cimarron
in Colfax County, New Mexico. Lew Wallace Springer
was born at Las Vegas, October -1 0, 1890, the son of the
late Dr. Frank Springer and Josephine M. Springer. He
attended the Normal University in that City of which Dr.
Edgar L. Hewett had been president ·and Dr. Frank Springer a regent. He gradu~ted froID the Washington, D. C.,
Law School, after which he studied elect~kal engineering
for, two years at Coiumbia University, New York City.
Wallace, as he was known to his intimates, volunteered for
the United States Aviation service immediately· upon the
declaration of War in April 1917.
He was assigned to
training school at Columbus, Ohio. In June 1917 he was
selected as one of four out of the Squadron .for special
service in Europe and was said .to have been one of the
first twelve American aviators to ari-ive in France. He
finished his training in the French aviation schools. In
July 1918 he was assigned to Day Bombing Sq'uadron No.
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11. ' He was in the drive, on St~ Mihiel and the Argonne
from September 9 to October 27, 1918, when his plane
was shot down and he was shot through the shoulder. He
managed to make a landing and was sent to the Hospital.
He returned from the War in March 1919 and received his
discharge on March 18 of that year. Returning to New
Mexico he became manager of the ranch and livestock interests of his uncle, Hon. Charles Springer, who is a regent of the Museum of New Mexico and member of the
Managing Committee of the Schooi of American Research.
Wallace maintained his interest in aviation and when Sterling Rohlfs, son of the noted novelist Anna Gatherine Green
of New York, took over the management of the Bartlett
Ranch in Colfax county and made business trips' in his
plane to Raton, Denver and ,Santa Fe, Wallace often accompanied him. ' On a recent air trip 'tp San Francisco;
Wallace, who was a fine photographer, took remarkable
pictures of mountains, desert and' plains which were published in the rotogravure supplements ofa number of me-tropolitan dailies. While in Santa Fe with Mr. Rohlfs, he
interested himself in the <tevelopment of the .City's landing
field. Here a short time ago, he received a new lens for,
his camera which he took. with him on the trip to Mexico,
.which was a business expedition involving large interests.
The'monoplane in which the young men were flying was
a Fairchilds equipped with a Wright whirlwind motor.
Because of his father's deep interest in the Museum
of New Mexico and the School of American Research,
Wallace was a frequent visitor to the institution in Santa
Fe and went in and out as an always welcome guest. It
was last fall that the father, Dr. Frank, Springer, one of
the world's. distinguished paleontologists and famous as an
attorney, statesman, orator and philanthropist, died in
Philadelphia. The mother of Wallace, four sisters and a
brother are the immediate members of the family who remain to mourn the untimely death of the young aviator.
W.
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The Spanish-American Frontier, 1783-1795. By Arthur
P. Whitaker. (Houghton, 1Vlifflin Co., 1927) 255 pp., 3
maps.
To readers of the Historical Review the title of this
recent publication might seem misleading. ' The point of
view is that of the Atlantic sdboard immediately after
the Revolutionary War, and the frontier of which the
book treats is that b~tween the hew American republic and
the adjacent holdings of Spain, namely, East and West
Florida and Louisiana. It was these parts of the country,
including as they did the habitats of the Chero~ee, Creek,
Chickasaw :l11d Choctaw Indians, which constituted "the
old Southwest," with' its wester!). limits along the Mississippi river from New Orlean~ to St. Louis. The interplay
of American, Indian and Spanish participants in the struggle for this region gives the material for a most absorbing
study, which is described in the sub-title as "the westward
movement of the United States) and the Spanish retreat
in the 'Mississippi valley." The story is developed under
the chapter titles of Rival Empires, Protag6nists and Field
of Action, 'The Spanish Barrier, the Westward Course,
Gardoqui's Mission, The Chevalier of the Order of St.
Louis, Intrigue and Immigration, The Union Preserved,
Yazoo, Nootka, Hector ~aron' de Carondelet, The French
Revolution and the Spanish Empire, The Intrigue Infallible, San Lorenzo: a Frontier Treaty. An excellent summary of the history' presented by Dr. Whitaker is given'
in the introduction by PrOf. S. E. Morison of Harvard
, University: .
Through an amazing web of intrigue and diplomacy
the irrepressible frontiersmen of the old South-West burst
their way to the Mississippi. When Roosevelt wrote his
Winning of the West, little that' was certain could be told
of this story. Dr. Whitaker has pursued every clue to the
I
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Spanish archives, where the servants of a declining empire
carefully recorded every letter and interview and bargain
concluded in their colonies on the Gulf of Mexico and the:
Mississippi. From the material so gathered, he has recon-·
structed a fa'scinating story of relations between roughnecked backwoodsmen of the Daniel Boone breed and courtly representatives of the King of Spain; Scots fur;.trad!2rs.
and the half-breed . chiefs of the Creek and Cherokee ;.
picturesque rascals like O'Fallenand Tom Washington, and
venal legislatures. The influence of this frontier under,\voi'ld on the formal diplomacy between Spain and the
United States has been clearly brought out; and the significance of it, as a conflict between hvo diff8rent civilizations, adeqm'.tely appreciated. Twelve eventful years of
this conflict are concluded by the Madrid negotiations of.
1795 between Thomas Pinckney and Manud de Godoy,
and the treaty of San Lorenzo, which cleared Spanish:
obstructions froin onr v/cst\vard advance.
.
As early as the beginning 'of the Ecvolutionary War,
Spanish officials were sounding the warning that . New
Mexico might become an objec,t of interest to the American
colonies, and in this history or" "The Old Southwest" we
have a preliminary. stage of .that westward expansion of
which the expeditions' of Rogers and Clark, and Zebulon
Pike were but later developments. It isa pleasure to commend such a book to students of the Spanish Southwest:
L. B. B.
NOTES AND COMM.ENT
THE PAGEANT OF AMERICA

'The library of the Historical Society is in receipt of
Volume VI-"The Winning of Freedom,"--and Volume
IV-"The Evolution of American Commerce"-of "The
Pageant of America,"
monumental publication of The
Yale P1·ess. Th~ Society owes its subscription to the en- .
tire series to the late Roberts Walker. Space does not permit review at length of these sU,mptuously illustrated books
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of more .than 350 pages each, but their intent is to present
in each volume a comprehensive view of a segment of
American history and culture. The story of the Revolution
is written by William Wood and Ralph Henry Gabriel and
the first hundred pages and more are given to sketching
"Military Folkways of Early America," "The Changing
Military Arts" and. to the "Indian, French and' Spanish
Wars" and their "Aftermath." Then follow 150 pages devoted to a detailed story ·of the War for Freedom 'by the
Colon:ies, to be followed, by a hundred pages under these
chapter headings: "Sea Fights with France and Barbary/'
"West Point Efficiency, 1802 to 1902," "1812 at Sea," "1812
Ashore," "The Mexican. War, 1845-1848," and' "Expert
Annapolis," while the last pages have Notes on the Pictures
and an Index. The plates of uniforms worn by the troops
on each side in the wars are. in colors. "The March of
Commerce" is by Malcolm Keir and the chapter headings
give some idea of the scope covered: "The Evolution of
American Commerce," "The Commerce of the Colonies,"
"The Old Merchant Marine," "Landways and Waterways,"
"The Spread of the Steamboat," "The' Railroad Age,"
"The Railroad Builders," "The Business of E!xpress,"
"Ocean and Lake. Commerce in a Mechanical Age," "River
and Canal in the Twentieth Century," "The Letter Post,"
"The Telegraph," "The Telephone," "Voices Across Space,"
"American Money," "Banking,"'''A Nation on Wheels," and
"Aviatio,n." One regrets that the Spanish Southwest is
not given any mention in the two volumes and that so important a highway of commerce as "The Santa Fe Trail"
is referred to only incidentally. American history is evidently still written from the New England standpoint.
EXCHANGES
MISSOURI HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLLECTION

Grant Foreman, who has visited in Santa Fe, contri-
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butes an interesting resume of "Our Indian Ambassadors'
to Europe," to the February issue of "Missouri Historical
Society Collections," and. illustrates it with three. excellent
. half-tones. "The Beginnings of the Theater in St. Louis,"
tells of the beginnings of' the drama in t~at city in 1815
when itwas a mere frontier post of 2000"people of whom
about one fifth were Americans; a fourth negroes, while
the Frenc~ predominated among tl}e foreign element. The
census of ·1920 gave St. Louis 4598 inhabitants of whom
685 were' classified as laborers, 470 as mechanics, 106 as
clerks, 92 as persons engageQ in commerce, 49 as grocers
and tavern keepers, 23 as lawyers and 15 as physiCians.
There were tw'o printing offices, two saw Wills and one
bank. The first play~ given at the theater which was a _
shingled log house were a comedy: "School for Authors"
and a farce: "Bucket of Blunders." "TheJournals of
Jules de Mun" is of specia.linterest because of its references
to the trade with Santa Fe beginning with Mallet brothers
who as early as 1739 led a "party from the Illinois country
to Santa Fe and, after the way had been shown, many·
expeditions . succeeded in ~rossing the plains to the New
Mexican capital." Further: "During the Spanish period
one important expedition crossed the plains from Santa
Fe to. St. Louis -and 'made the. trip to New Mexico. This
was the Vial expedition ofJ792-1793." . Authentic records
of eight expeditions between 1803 and the Chouteau-DeMun expedition are given. In. his letter to Governor William Clark, DeMun tells the details of "the unfortunate
event which has thrown me, Mr. Auguste P. Chouteau, and
twenty-four men, for forty-eight days in the dungeons of
Santa Fe;" . The picture DeMundraws of Governor Pedro
Maria de Allande is not a flattering one, while of his predecessor Don Alberto Mainezhe writes: "Don Alberto is
an old gentleman of good information, who possesses, in
a great degree, the good manners and. politeness peculiar
to his nation.'"
.

